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Club Corner 
 

8th September A talk on Foundry work. 
10th October Last days passenger running at Track. 
13th October "Old Boys Toys" A brief history of Hornby Dublo by Richard Upton 
16th October Second Club Coach Outing - see separate Item 
10th November Modern Day Signalling a talk by Ted White 
14th November REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY POPPY APPEAL RUN at track from 10.00 - 3.00 
8th December Annual Christmas Buffet - £2.50 per head 
1st January THE MILLENIUM'S FIRST FROST BITE!!!! 
12th January A talk by Malcolm Frost - M J Engineering. 
22nd January London Model Engineering Exhibition -coach trip 
 

Please note that Wednesday evenings have now finished at the track. 
 

All meetings are held at the Royal British Legion, Manor Branch, Bullar Road, Bitterne Park, 
Southampton on the SECOND Wednesday of each month at 8.00p.m. 

 
 

Chairman and Secretary's Chat 
 

What a wonderful day we had when we opened the track to our special needs groups.  We had 
extended the Invitation to the Bonhomie Centre, Bath Road, Westwood as well as the Waterside 
Gateway Group.  We had sixty three visitors and more than thirty club members In attendance. There 
was at least seven loco’s and one traction engine running through out the day giving plenty of variety of 
rides.   

One young boy from Westwood had a truly wonderful ride In the cart of the traction engine, 
although he had the encumbrance of his drip they were able to make him comfortable enough to enjoy a 
complete tour of the park. I am looking forward to seeing the picture of him. Another carer told us that 
she had been caring for her young charge for a year and had never seen him smile - that was until the 
day that he had a ride on a steam train. It meant everything to her and I must admit that It all gave us 
lumps In our throat when she told us. 

As there were so many of us to cater for this year - we knew that the club chipper would not be 
able to cope with a big enough supply of chips so we went to the local chippie - by traction engine 
through the park up to the Triangle - this journey was made twice so that we could keep the food hot.  
Everyone had a thoroughly enjoyable day and when each of the groups departed their leaders all 
expressed their thanks to me and said that words couldn't thank the society enough for giving them such 
a superb day. (see later) 

We always try to give extra rides on a Sunday to the special needs visitors and just last Sunday 
we had a teenager who had several free rides trying out all the loco’s. I had a long talk with his parents 
saying that we endeavoured to try and make up to our special visitors for their not having all the 
privileges that our other visitors always have. 
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His mother said that we had restored her faith that afternoon - only that morning they had all 
attended church and there was a young brain damaged boy there accompanied by his grandmother. He 
was not very easy for his grandmother to handle.  Imagine their shock when they heard members of the 
congregation saying ' If she can't control him she should not bring him'.  They said they could so easily 
have been talking about their son.  At least we try to bring a little sunshine into these children and adults 
eyes. 

The Southampton Parent & Toddlers Annual visit was beyond belief.  We had 120 families 
represented and In excess of over 200 people in attendance and It was a beautiful day too. 
I would like to express sincere thanks to all the members who brought their loco’s or who had made 
themselves available on both of these occasions for pulling out all the stops to give pleasure to so many 
people.  
  Although there weren't so many traction engines at Guildford this year the whole atmosphere was 
extremely friendly and may I say very “laid back”.  The whole weekend was very well organised and I 
have sent a letter to the Guildford Chairman Peter Christmas expressing our thanks for a very good 
week-end.  Over the two days I counted more than fifty club members - and we had to close the track at 
Riverside on the Sunday as we had insufficient staff to run the station, such was the Interest In visiting 
Guildford. Passenger figures are up on this time last year thanks to better weather.  By the time you read 
this newsletter we will have had our Fun Day at the track - I will report on this in the next newsletter. 
As we had a couple of things going on In August the committee decided to leave our second club outing 
until Saturday 16th October.  It was the Intention to visit Highclere Castle followed by a late afternoon 
Pub Meal when I got the brochure for the Castle It showed that they were closed from Mid-September 
onwards.  Our coach company said "perhaps the guy who discovered King Tut's Tomb was trying to tell 
us something" as this was our second attempt to visit It.  He could be right!!! 
 
We received this letter from Mark Wright - Bonhomie House. 
To All 
On behalf of the residents, as chairperson of the committee thank you for a lovely day at Riverside Park.  
Very enjoyable.  We had good weather too. 
Yours sincerely, 
Mark Wright 
 
We received the following on the same day - 
To All our friends at the Railway, 
Thank you for a lovely day, please extend our thanks to all the members that helped. 
Lots of love from all the children and staff at Westwood. 
The group leader of Waterside Gateway Club Is at present on active duty in Kosovo - when he leaves 
the Army in September I have no doubt he will be in contact with us. 
 
SECOND CLUB OUTING 

We are going to visit Basildon Park, Reading, home of Lord & Lady Iliffe.  Following this we will 
travel to the Caernarvon Arms, which Is Just outside of Newbury.  Fairly close to the illusive Highclere 
Castle.  We have booked there for an evening meal which the committee have agreed to subsidise by 
£5.00 per head.  According to the leaflet you can be assured of a truly Yorkshire style welcome with 
Yorkshire style portions.  They are sending a leaflet with various meals for you to make your selection 
and they say that within 30 minutes of our arrival you will all be sitting down to your meal The pub has its 
own function room where we will all be together. 
Please see notice board or contact Monica for all details. 
 
A note from Dave - there will be maintenance work that requires to be completed during the winter 
months.  We shall endeavour to start this as soon as we finish passenger running - weather permitting of 
course.  As usual the first cup of tea is at 10 o'clock. 
 
MONICA AND DAVE 
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Notes from the Committee Meetings 
supplied by Ron Bray 

Matters Arising 
‘Just Rolls' have been booked again for the Xmas Buffet. 

Correspondence 
Newsletters received from following societies:- 

Guildford, Birmingham, Harrow & Wembley, City of Oxford, Ascot, Winchester, Isle of Wight and the 
Southern Fed. 
Copy of Banking Act received from Registrar of Friendly Societies to be investigated. 
Letter received from Southern Fed. re Road Traffic Act. 
Papers received from Council advising that our application for another building has been refused.  This 
will still be pursued. 
Treasurers Report 

Society made a net loss in the first half of the year, although the turnover amounts to a 
considerable sum. (Most expenditure Is always In the first half of the year; the second half always 
reverses this situation.) 
The Treasurer has a further supply of oil cans at £13.00 or £14.70 (small and large). 
Track keys are held by: Dave Batt, Monica Batt David Giles, Mollie Giles, 
Tony Hoile, BilI Richards, BilI Rymer, Peter Howarth, Steve Titley, 
Eric Moxham, Mike Rackett, Mac Miles, Ron Bray. 
Social Secretary 

Full diary to December although Ideas are always welcome for the meetings. 
Health & Safety Rules 

Observations from these:- 
Risk Assessment still has to be carried out. 
The society does not have a qualified First Alder (likely to be always in attendance) 
There is a need to elect a Safety Officer. 
There is a need to have a signal siting sheet to be handed to visiting drivers.  New headings would have 
to appear In the Track Operating Book to encompass Health & Safety Rules. 
Any other Business 

Boiler Testers are:- C, Green (steam boats) P, Howarth P, Clarke and S, Titley. 
There are problems with manhole covers being removed (by hooligan element) - they need to be 
securely secured. 
A donation of £35.00 has been sent to St James School, West End as their share on the portable track 
event. 
We have booked a coach to take us to the LONDON MODEL ENGINEERING EXHIBITION at the Lee 
Valley Leisure Centre, Edmonton. List will be on board in the club house. 
 

For Sale 
Workshop and attic clearance 

Quorn tool and cutter drawings £5 
GWR king drawings 5" gauge by Perrier And 3.5"" gauge by Clarkson  £5 
Set of Dholpur drawings  £5   
Casting and Drawing for small dividing head £5  
Wheel castings for 5" gauge Stirling Single, part machined, and chimney and Safety valve 
castings £15 
3.5" Tich our chairman once drove this round the track, l can't £300  
A box of wheels, diff, frame steel etc for 3" scale Atkinson wagon £65   
Various small single phase motors % hp and small Parvalux motors £5 each Max 
Photographic enlarger "Gamer' Minolta lens and all other accessories Too numerous to mention 

 £100 
 
 
 

Ring Mike Herbert on Southampton 270615 
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Fabricated Cylinders 
from Dick Dore 

 
About twenty five years ago whilst living at Netley, I was introduced to an elderly gentleman who 

was interested in model engineering. 
 He showed me a photograph of a loco he had constructed, using his own designs, and the 
construction of the cylinders fascinated me when he explained their construction. 
 He had used aircraft structural tubing which has a concentricity of within one to two thousandths 
of an inch inside the solid drawn bore 
 Therefore there was no machining required. The material is supplied in Brass or Steel and the 
wall thickness was about 1/16th”. Four end plates are used and all the bolt holes drilled while sandwiched 
together, and the hole for the cylinders drilled or machined together in the two thicker ones as shown in 
the accompanying sketch. 
 The tubes are silver soldered in place with the steam passages, which are made from thin brass 
folded into ‘U’ shapes, Hacksaw cuts are made in the cylinder first. The glands are silver soldered to one 
of the end plates. The Piston and Bobbins are the assembled in the usual manner. Hacksaw cuts or 
drilled holes provide the steam ports. This principle could be applied to a stationary engine if required. 
 Apparently the loco ran very well. 
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Parent and Toddler Day at Riverside 



By Merlin Biddlecombe 
 

Once again the Southampton Society where asked to operate the railway for the Parent and 
Toddler Association do. How fortunate they were weather wise the day before (Tuesday) it was rotten 
raining most of the day. Wednesday turned out to be lovely strings must have been pulled somewhere 
along the line, or someone knew somebody up there. Anyway all the various play things were there Play 
Bus (Double Decker) Library Bus sand pit play plasticine, painted faces two plastic water troughs 
something like a water barrel cut in half on a stand, full of water with jugs bottles, containers of all 
shapes and sizes. I saw several very wet Toddler’s “bet their Parents were pleased” but it certainly kept 
them interested. Just bear in mind that the age group is up to pre-school age. 
 I made a point of chatting to the organisers of the do Daren Hunter and assistant Becky Smith 
who were delighted with the effort from our Society. Becky informed me that there were one hundred and 
twenty two families attending so you can put to mind just how many toddlers were present, of course 
some were still babes in arms so to say. Now to the efforts of our Society what can be said a superb 
turnout of engines and members. Seven engines six of which were running David Giles with his 
‘Springbok’ made seven but somehow managed to keep it clean as spare. The members with engines 
were as follows. 
 Bill Dwyer and Jim Dick Dore and his good lady wife, Ron Bray, Dave Goyder, Dennis Hoad, 
Dave Giles and John Lloyd. Plus seven members,’ yes I managed to get my calculator going and there 
were fourteen members’, hope I didn’t miss anyone out. ------- was in charge of tea brewing and most 
welcome it was too. A stop of about half an hour was made for lunch. I walked up to the chippy at the 
triangle for a portion of cod and chips were they tasty, piping hot, salt and vinegar and cup of tea when I 
got back what a nice way to spend a Wednesday. I did note that although the event finished around 2:30 
- 2:45pm the engines still seemed to be round the tracks, must tell you something or perhaps the drivers 
just forgot how to shut the regulators. 

Just as an after thought before I conclude, it only came to my mind when the event was over 
perhaps we ought to have had a notice in the station area advertising our running times on a Sunday. 
Several parents had not been before. Also a photo and write up in the Echo? Over to our committee.  
 
Editorial Note        
 Whilst endeavouring to write an informative and light hearted news letter it is inevitable that the 
gremlins will creep in to the works at some time.  
 The fact that the grey cells are switched off for most of the time. And that whilst appreciating that 
some members would wish this newsletter to be more technical in it’s content, I should argue that it is 
meant to be a news letter and not a technical journal. To update the newsletter production I have 
invested in a scanner which means that I can read directly into computer any form of type written 
document, picture or diagram and then arrange it with a word processor package. Unfortunately the first 
attempts at this where thwarted by a duff scanner. Only to be followed by a computer card in the bowels 
of the machine to die, and again the!!Scanner would not work. Having threatened a certain large PC 
outlet with dismemberment a new card was forth coming. Two weeks later the hard drive of the same 
****computer died. Buy a new hard drive fit it back inside the bowels again (I am beginning to fell like a 
vet). Reload the software two hours later ***** the thing has coughed its last! And it’s time to start again. 
Four attempts later and everything is tickedy boo. 
 Apparently during this mayhem I have been doing my best to upset the crossword experts? That 
is the ones that can spell. It would seem that the Southampton Model Engineers have been hiding 
talents here to unknown. In the form of Mollie Giles (Mollie spelted wright this time) who it seems has the 
ability to hover in the club house? Using nothing more than a piece of electric string joined to a bucket 
and a length of flexible hose? Bonfire night will never be the same! In a similar vein Jim, Tony and Roger 
Hoile have called everything except their proper name. i.e. Hoille, Holle, Holie sorry for the mistooks  
Jim. 
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An Apology 



 To all of the members who have been looking forward to visiting the Mid Hants Railway this year. 
Unfortunately due to personal problems and a set of circumstances beyond my control. The  usual trip to 
the railway has not been possible. I should like to thank all of the members for there patience and 
understanding over the last months. 
 Barry Eden 
 
 

 
 
 
A little something for the Steam boat lads 
 From the 1907 Model Engineer and Practical Electrician. The above diagram shows how to 
convert a rowing boat to a steam boat with an outboard engine. The author says that the engine is of 
1½” X 2” dimensions and is totally home made including the castings. His wish to spare himself the work 
of lining up a propeller shaft led him to place the engine in what I would call a tin bucket with a gland for 
the propeller. The previously mentioned bucket is held on to the rowing boat by” brackets for the hanging 
of electrical lamps available from all good iron mongers” (over to you Ron) 
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