Southampton Society of Model Engineers Ltd
Club House and Track at Riverside Park , Southampton
Open on Sunday 1-4 pm throughout the summer
1/5 mile track: 7¼” at ground level , elevated 5” & 3½”
Continuous runs of approximately two miles on tarmac paths
Volume No 210 July 2014

Dates for your Diary!

Breaking News
Club acquires 5” Diesel Hydraulic “Western Champion”

Play Link 9th July
Society “Summer Fest” 19 July 2014
Rally for 3 ½” locos 2 August 2014
(Free Food!)
Open Day 13/14 Sept 2014
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From your Chairman
Dear Members
When your committee sat down in April to tackle the work needed to get the season underway, there appeared to be a formidable list of tasks ahead but now
here we are at the end of June and everything seems to running smoothly and
effortlessly. The Sunday running is going well helped of course by the good
weather and we are regularly attracting up to 400 trips at each session, in fact
passenger numbers are up on last year. I have used the word ‘effortlessly’ a little
tongue in cheek as it does take a effort to get the track ready for running and put
it away again but there always appears to be willing hands to help and we can
but thank them for their dedication.
The other events in our calendar are falling into place. First of all the Playlink
people have been to the track and seem to be happy with what we can offer
them. The summer fest plans are in place and there is a very positive response
with lots of members planning to come and more importantly their families joining
them too. There have been a lot of encouraging responses from the 3½” fraternity so this has the potential to be a good rally. It will keep Jerry and Chris busy!
The committee has worked hard and I think we should not forget to thank them
for their contribution. We are attracting new members who have pitched in with
enthusiasm. So I think we can start to recognise that we have an enthusiastic
and happy society which was of course our aim at the start of the year. I am
aware that some of our members stopped coming for various reasons but now
might be a good time to make the effort and give it a try, you might be happily
surprised! Your help on Playlink day will of course be in valuable.

Visit to Eastleigh Works
A few Sundays ago a chap introduced himself as Barry Stephens and invited our
club to have a tour of Eastleigh. He gave us a quick preliminary drive around and
the level of work there is impressive. There must have been some eight locos
being painted. There are three tracks servicing and overhauling EMUs. They
have an order to refurbishing container flats that will run for years and they have
given some space over for the group bringing 35005 Canadian Pacific back to
life. If you are keen on the Can Pac follow her restoration here http://
locoyard.com/2014/03/19/simons-journey-into-the-world-of-volunteering-entry-7/
And a question. According to the Ian Allen ABC from 1948, what makes Canadian Pacific unique amongst the MN Class? The answer is on the back page.
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The consensus of our membership seems to be that they do not want to miss out
on this trip due to holidays so Barry has agreed to a date, Saturday 6 September,
meeting at site at 9.30.
Directions: Drive into the Eastleigh works, go into Gate 2, through the barrier, to
the left and park outside his office Arlington Fleet. Make sure you have some
comfortable shoes on as there will be a bit of walking! Barry feels that 25 is a
good number so it is first come first served. However we can always make another visit if more members sign up. Please contact Janie Goyder on
janie@fidelio.ltd.uk, text or ring on 07767 887017 or 023 8042 1201 to let her
know if you wish to attend.

Dennis Hoad (1929 - 2014)
We lost one of members at the end of May, Dennis Hoad. Dennis was a great
supporter of the Club and such a cheerful member, he will be sadly missed.
As a mark of respect to Dennis, on Sunday 8 th June at 3.00 pm we stopped running and had a minute’s silence.
Ralph Stockton has provided some insights for us.
“Dennis was a remarkable man, he would help anyone under the sun. We must have
visited every club within 50 miles over the
years and Dennis was a great ambassador for
our Society. Dennis was a Navy man during
the war but would not talk about it like so
many who had served. Later he ran his own
plumbing business. Dennis made pedal engines
for his kids. They ran on a 7 ¼” track and
looked like narrow gauge steam outline but
with pedals inside for the children, he was like
that, very inventive. He built all sorts of engines and lorries. He had a Scammell, the
original Mechanical Horse. He built an electric Q1, wonderful little loco although in 7
¼”.”
Ralph concluded his remarks by saying,
“We have lost a great asset, he was after all
one of the original Wednesday mooring group
from 10 years ago that kept the club going”.
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Motive Power Depot
There have been some changes here recently. First of all, “Annie”, the late Bill
Dwyer’s loco has been returned to her owner. Jackie had written to ask for its
return and Paul Clark and Davis Giles kindly returned it to her.
The ownership of the Halton tank had always been a bit vague and after a chat
with our President, David Corbett, he has been able to confirm that it was his
father’s intention to donate it to the Society
and that was one of the reasons it was renamed ‘Riverside’. Her boiler has been troublesome recently but the able team of Ron
Blizard and Waz Godin have had the boiler
off and by all reports repairs are in hand.
”Riverside” will soon return to full time duties.
Here is a picture of Riverside in green livery
and you will find our President in this photo,
your job is to guess which one he is.

Danny Hayward and Waz Godin have
given the ‘1700’ some TLC, repacking
glands etc and she is now able to do
useful work. This is a photo from the
archive believed to be the 1700 from
years ago.

Club Britannia Under Motive power
The Club 3 ½” Britannia has come out of her
box and been given some TLC and run. She
has proved herself to be a very successful
loco and happily pulled two trolleys around
the track a few weeks ago. There is some
concern over the condition of the 40 year old
boiler so she is being used gently but she is
certainly brought out for club members to
see and admire as it is, after all, ‘their engine’.
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Sunday Running
The very good weather has helped keep Sunday running successful so far with
only two Sundays being cancelled due to the weather. It is worth noting that by
being able to communicate quickly by email we were able to foresee a very wet
and black Sunday but a very pleasant May Bank Holiday Monday forecasted so
we switched the running onto the Monday to produce a very successful running
day taking the highest daily fares this year. It is the passenger hauling, of course,
that earns our income and keeps our subscriptions down so coming and helping
occasionally is most welcome.
Playlink
We have met with Playlink and finalised the arrangements. We will need at least
five trains running to handle the ‘unlimited rides’ some 100-150 children, parents
etc are offered. The Playlink group will provide station staff on the platforms to
help the regulars and will do fine after a little briefing. We will need to open the
railway at about 8:30 to get things ready and not be too rushed. Rides start at
10:30. This is one good chance to put something back into the community and it
is after all on the Wednesday. Our contingency in case we have a monsoon is to
do it a week later. So at the risk of repetition, please come and run for this event
even if for an hour or so.

Our Summer Fest
At the April EGM we saw some 50 hands go up for a summer party to replace
the winter (cold December event) so here is the detail for “Summer Fest” that is
going ahead on Saturday July 19th. This is designed to be a family friendly event
so please feel free to bring along your family with you.. The idea is to run your
traction engine, lorry, loco or just chat during the day. We will have a charcoal
BBQ on the go in the afternoon so one can have a slightly late lunch or wait a
while and have an early supper. The Society will supply sausages and hamburgers, buns and salads, followed by yummy cake or dessert choices. All good
things to make one fat and full!
You are welcome to bring your own steak, veggie thingy or special diet. The club
will supply paper plates and plastic cutlery but you are welcome to bring your
own plates, knives and forks if you wish as we know that eating off paper plates
and using plastic cutlery can be a challenge at times! If you mind sitting on the
grass then bring a more comfortable fold up chair. If the weather is not good, we
have enough gazebo’s and tents to keep everyone dry – we hope! Ron Harding
and Janie Goyder are co-ordinating the catering with Bill Richards on the BBQ.
So we would really appreciate it if you could email her on janie@fidelio.ltd.uk or
text her on 07767 887017, or ring on 023 8042 1201 to let her know if you are
attending and how many in your party. Many thanks.
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Cremalla Rack & Pinion Railway By John Barrett
We’ve been swanning about Spain in our motor home since early March this
year, and are now on our way home, through France, via Montpellier. Our Rough
Guide to Spain mentioned the rack-and-pinion
Cremalla Railway, which was only 18 km from our
camp site near Ripoll in the Pyrenees. We emptied the tin box and found the necessary €38 for
the return trip for the two of us, plus €3.60 for the
optional cable car at the other end, and jumped on
our little Vespa 125 and went up the mountain to
the station in Ribes El Faber. The little train filled
up quickly with some VERY noisy coach
parties, but we closed our ears and we
enjoyed the view along the Riu Freser
gorge, the train going from 900 m to
nearly 2000 m at Nuria in 35 minutes. I
took a few photos, but the train windows
were all closed, and I’m no David Bailey
so my apologies! The cable car at Nuria
took us up another 300 m, which is exciting for those who like cable cars…..
Driver’s Cab
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Snow Protection above the Line

The Riu Freser Gorge

Nuria Ski lodge and Hotel

‘X’ Marks the spot!

Cable Car Station at 2017 m

A Welcome Rest!
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Summary of Minutes of the Committee Meeting held at the Clubhouse,
Riverside Park, Southampton, on 19th May 2014.
Full Minutes are available at the Clubhouse
Attendees. Chairman David Goyder; Jerry Lewis, Mike Sanderman, Dave Wisdom, John Gardner, Ron Blizard, Bill Richards, Ron Harding and Janie Goyder.
Apologies were received from John Barrett.
Matters arising from the Minutes of the previous meeting
Playlink 9 July has been offered, keeping the 16 th in reserve if the 9th is rained
off.
Website The website will soon be live.
New Members The Committee is delighted to welcome Dave Clothier and Zhiwei Hu
Summer Fest The Society will provide a BBQ and grub!.
Track Marshalls and walking the track A Track Operating Rules leaflet has
been produced and published: see newsletter content.
Charity Run We have agreed to do a charity day.
Assistant Secretary JG to fulfil this position temporarily.
Any other business.
First Aid We are finding out what basic training might be available for members.
Club Engines. The 3½” Britannia would be run only occasionally to preserve the
boiler. We are looking at the title of the Halton Tank with a view to refurbishing it.
The meeting closed at 3:40 pm. The date for the next meeting (early June 2014)
is TBA.

FOR SALE
American electric locomotive
EMD45
5 inch gauge co.co
2 sets batteries
5 inch gauge high/low scale 4 seat
driving trolley.
£2,500.
Phone Ralph for further details 023 8049 3940
July 2014
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SOUTHAMPTON SOCIETY OF MODEL ENGINEERS LIMITED
TRACK OPERATING RULES
1. Every member of the Society is entitled to use the track at all reasonable times
during daylight hours on weekdays and on summer Sundays up to 13.00 by arrangement with a key holder, during which time no member of the general public
shall be carried.
2. In the absence of an appointed track marshal, the key-holder shall assume the
responsibility. In the absence of any official, the member shall assume the onsite
responsibilities of the track marshal.
3. Each locomotive owner shall sign-on in the log-book before steaming or running. Signing-on implies that the owner and any relief driver have read the track
operating rules.
4. Any incident, damage, loss or vandalism shall be recorded in the occurrence
book and reported to the track marshal or any key holder without delay.
5. A visual inspection by walking round the track shall be made before running is
commenced.
6. All locomotives running on the track shall be covered by a valid boiler test certificate.
7. A driver should at all time carry a rag and any tools required to extinguish his
fire and should know how to do so.
8. The owner and driver shall ensure that all water feed devices and safety
valves are working correctly and that the locomotive is in a 'safe' condition before
joining the track.
9. Before joining the track, the owner or driver shall obtain permission of the track
marshal. The traverser and removable section shall only be removed from the
track and locomotives shall only join or leave the track, after all drivers and track
marshal have been notified of the intention and have acknowledged such notification.
10. Trainee drivers and persons under 16 years of age shall be accompanied at
all times by an experienced driver. A person shall cease to be a trainee driver
only after he has satisfied the management committee that he can handle a
miniature locomotive and train with safety and competence. This rule may be
waived at the discretion of the track marshal.
11. A driver shall ensure that at all times he is driving safely and responsibly.
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12. No person under the influence of alcohol, drugs, or medication which impairs
their concentration shall be permitted to undertake a position of responsibility at
the track and under no circumstances drive a train.
13. It shall be the responsibility of the track marshal to ensure that the track rules
are observed. PUBLIC PASSENGER CARRYING
14. Public passenger carrying will take place on summer Sundays - afternoons or at any time decided by the management committee. The standard charge for
children and adults will be for two circuits of the track. The charge shall be determined by the management committee. Children under the age of three years
shall be exempt from charge but shall be accompanied by a responsible person.
15. The track marshal shall appoint a station supervisor whose duty shall be to
ensure the safety of passengers. The supervisor shall be a full member of the
Society.
16. Passenger carrying shall only be undertaken in the presence of a track marshal and a station supervisor.
17. Locomotives taking part in public passenger carrying shall be managed only
by drivers who, in the eyes of the Society, are considered to be fully competent
and are members of this Society or an invited guest.
18. No trainee driver or persons under 16 years of age shall be permitted to drive
with passengers.
19. A driver experiencing difficulties with his locomotive during passenger carrying hours shall remove his locomotive from the track until the trouble has been
rectified.
20. No locomotive testing or experimenting shall be carried out during passenger
carrying hours.
21. Members of visiting Societies present during passenger carrying hours are
welcome to take part providing the track operating rules are observed.
22. Only passenger trolleys that are approved by the track marshal shall be used
to carry fare paying passengers. It is a stipulation that all locos that passenger
haul is fitted with a positive form of coupling and a strong recommendation that a
safety coupling be fitted as well.
23. The track Speed Limit is 8 m.p.h.
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SITE SECURITY
24. The maximum security of both the Society and members property on the
track site shall be ensured at all times,
25. Precautions shall be taken when running alone to prevent theft of equipment
by keeping the buildings locked, carrying the keys with you and* only having the
minimum of equipment.
26. On completion of running all equipment shall be stored in its appropriate
place.
27. The electricity supply, if used, shall be turned off at the master switch.
28. The water supply, if used, shall be turned off at the stop-cock in the meter pit
at River View Road, by the water key which is kept in the station hut. The water
key shall be returned immediately after use.
29. The removable track section shall be removed from the running position and
secured to the main track with a chain and a padlock at each end of the section.
30. The traverser shall be positioned in the main track and secured with a padlock at each end. The jack valve must be left open and the cover secured with a
padlock.
31. Only locomotives covered by the Society insurance shall be left in either of
the buildings.
32. Members shall familiarise themselves with the fire extinguishers and the firstaid cabinet in the main building.
33. Both buildings shall be made secure and the site left in a clean and tidy condition.
GENERAL
34. Any persons on site shall at all times comply with the retirements of the track
marshal whose decision shall be final. Any redress or appeal should be made to
the management committee,
35. Any matter not provided for in these rules or amendments to these rules shall
be dealt with by the management committee.
36. All previous track rules are rendered null and void, with effect from 1.1.1990.
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And thanks to Ralph Stockton for giving us this.
Answers
35005 ‘Canadian Pacific’ was fitted with a mechanical stoker.
Our president is the littler boy in the brown sweater, his father took the
picture.
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