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Club Corner 
 
16th June “No Trains Day” Traction engine event at Riverside Organiser - Paul Clarke. 
23rd June Fun day at Riverside for the handicapped groups. 
11th July Outside visit to ‘Eastleigh Preservation Railway Society’. 
18th July Southampton ‘Parent and Toddler’ groups visit to the track. 
11th August Club ‘Fun Day’ at the track – everyone welcome. 
12th September ‘Computers in Model Engineering’ a talk by Paul Clarke. 

  
All meetings are normally held at the Royal British Legion, Manor Branch, Bullar Road, Bitterne Park, 
Southampton on the SECOND Wednesday of each month at 8.00p.m. 

Copy for the September Newsletter to be sent handed/thrown at me at the August meeting please.  

 
 

Whoops! Wrong phone Number entirely my fault !! 
For Sale 

Castings for 7¼” Paddington. 
 

Some castings have been machined to a high standard, frame stretchers, wheels, chimney and axle 
boxes started. 

Complete with drawings. £895 
List value of castings £1800 from Reeves 

Telephone Dave Giles on 02380 892565 evenings please. 
 
 

For Sale 
Hydraulic Drive Unit, Size suitable for 7¼ gauge locomotive. 

 i.e. 5HP motor or thereabouts Not new but in excellent condition 
 can be inspected at the track on Sundays  

Offers £200 or near offer 
Ring Keith Lewington 023 80693781 or Ron Bray 023 80224052 

 
 

Chairman      Secretary   Editor 
Mr D. G. Batt      Mrs M. J. Batt   Mr Paul Clarke 
46 Vespasian Road     46 Vespasian Road  28 Conifer Road 

   Bitterne Manor      Bitterne Manor  Coxford 
Southampton      Southampton   Southampton 
SO18 1AZ      SO18 1AZ   SO16 5FX 
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Chairman and Secretary’s Chat 
 
 The two day event was reasonably well supported again this year with some fifteen loco’s in attendance 
on the Saturday. The cooks tent was very popular as usual and the passenger figures for the whole weekend 
were up on last year. 
 To date we are only thirteen down on the same period – the weather seems to be with us for a change. 
 The month of June is going to be quite hectic as we start with the annual club outing to the Bluebell 
Railway on the 9th. Then there is our ‘No Trains’ day traction engine event on the 16th culminating in the annual 
visit to the track for the handicapped groups on the 23rd 
 In July we have the Southampton Parent and Toddlers Group visiting the track on the 18 th hoping the 
weather will be kind to them again this year. They had tried to give us an alternative date in case the first was 
rained off but this was just not practical to us. 
 We also have the outside visit to the Eastliegh Railway Preservation Group (Lord Nelson) to see the 
progress that has been made since our last visit. 
 The August ‘Fun Day’ starts around 10 o’clock  culminating in the barbecue for everyone from around 5 
o’clock onwards. Don’t forget this is a fun day for all the family – we hope to see all gauge loco’s and traction 
engines and wagons etc come along and enjoy yourselves. 
 Peter Clear has kindly offered his services to do the 40th Anniversary Programme. As we shall be having 
an exhibition marquee again we intend sending out forms with the September newsletter asking for details of 
your intended exhibit or exhibits so that we can put all of this in the programme. 
  If you think you have an interesting story or a memory going back over the last forty years please 
let us have it for the programme we want to make it a bumper issue. 
 Well I’ve given you some room for thought – I will now sit back and see if I can reap the benefit  of 
someone else doing some of the work for me. 
 We do need more help to man the track on a Sunday afternoon – if it weren’t for our stalwarts we 
wouldn’t be able to passenger haul every week.   
MONICA 
 
 

2001 AGM 
My Notes Editor 
 This year’s AGM got underway at 7:45. The minutes of the last AGM were read and accepted as correct. 
The next item on the agenda was ‘matters arising’. At this juncture Barry Eden addressed the meeting saying 
thank you for the ‘Life Membership’ bestowed on him at the last AGM. He passed comment on the fact that Ron 
Bray had been in office for twenty-five years and thanked him for his efforts over this period.  
 Dave Batt addressed the meeting next. As Chairman he said that although the weather had effected the 
number of tickets sold last year, this had been offset by the increased fare. Unfortunately the trip to Swanage had 
not been well supported, although it had been thoroughly enjoyed by the few that did go along! Trips for this year 
had been well supported. The visit from the handicapped group that come to the track each year and the pre-
school group had been well supported. The Royal British Legion ‘Poppy’ Run has become an annual event and 
was very well supported we collected £246 this year. Thanks to all concerned in helping out on these days that 
are usually held during weekdays. He then thanked all of the members for their support over the past year. It has 
not missed the Committee’s attention that the fortieth anniversary of the opening of the raised track. Ideas on 
how we should celebrate this event are required. 
  Then it was Ron Bray’s chance to baffle us with numbers that my small brain cannot make sense of in 
the short time available at the meeting. Basically the Society is in good shape for the foreseeable future as I see 
it anyway. A question was raised about the track rent charged by the council. This was answered in full. A point 
was raised as to why we did not do our own accounts this was explained to be a condition of the Friendly 
Societies Act (you need to be qualified to a set standard) we moved on to the next item on the agenda. 
 The President Mr Corbett was unable to be with us this year he had written a statement that was read out 
by Monica. He hoped that that the weather this year would be kinder to us and that he hoped to see us during the 
summer. He also thanked Dave Batt and Ron Bray for their efforts for the Society. 
 The election of officers went smoothly even the thumb screws stayed in there box with Nigel Gettings 
taking on the job of Social Secretary Young Paul was elected as Assistant Track Marshall. The rest of the 
Committee was re-elected enbloc. 
    It was decided to keep with our current auditors after some discussion. 
The meeting closed at 8:30. 
Ps, there may be small remarks etc missing from these notes as my pencil broke half way through the meeting. 
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Our Two Day Event or Fugit Pluvious 
April 7th/8th 

 
 Our open days lately seem to have been plagued with weather that Micheal Fish and his colleagues love 
because it is exciting for them to see things happening on their computers, which in turn means they can look 
impressive on the telly. Unfortunately this means that our open days are either in snow, wind or rain. We must 
thank anyone whose sanity must be in question if they appeared at our open weekend this year. It is great to 
think that English eccentrics are not all dead and buried. Or has the government not come up with a quango mad 
enough to take us on yet! Our members seemed to fill the vacant slots left be the modellers who had the sense to 
stay at home. We even had some hardy souls who actually wanted rides on the Sunday. 
 In all fairness the weather did brighten up on occasions, and the contest was on to see who was making 
the most steam the loco’s or the jackets and trousers of the hardy fools present. Perhaps the tea urns won the 
day. Which leads me nicely on to the subject closest to my heart well my stomach at least! The ladies of the 
Society have surpassed themselves yet again. The food tent seemed to be bulging with goodies from early on 
Saturday morning until we took the tent down again on the Sunday evening. Expletives to describe the food on 
offer fail me, thank you Ladies. 
 
 

An Idea for a future project 
By Paul Clarke 

 
 Whilst letting the above mentioned food digest at the track the other weekend. It came to me that 
although we have a day for disabled groups to come along to the track and have a ride on the trains and 
generally have a look around. We have not got any suitable rolling stock to carry a wheel chair.  
 The obvious answer to this is to build something, which could be marshalled into a train without too much 
trouble. I am no expert on rolling stock design, but there must be someone who has done this kind of thing that 
maybe we can adapt. I am supposing that some kind of well wagon would be required. Does someone know how 
wide /long and heavy a wheel chair is, do we need to consider disabled scooter type vehicles which now seem 
very popular. I have not brought this to the attention of the committee, as it seemed a good idea at the time sort 
of thing. And I should like to approach the committee with a more concrete plan. 
 Any thoughts about this please fell free to have a chat at the track or drop me a line at the address on the 
front sheet of this newsletter. 
 
 
 

The Rules 
 

The female always makes the rules. 
The rules are subject to change without prior notice. 

No male can possibly know all the rules. 
If the female suspects the male knows all the rules, she must immediately 

change some or all of the rules. 
The female is never wrong. 

If the female is wrong, it is due to a misunderstanding; a direct result of 
something the male did or said wrong. 

The male must apologise immediately for causing said misunderstanding. 
The male must never change his mind without the express written consent 

of the female. 
The female has every right to be angry or upset at any time. 

The male must remain calm at all times, unless the female wants him to be 
angry and/or upset. 

The male is expected to mind-read at all times. 
The male who doesn't abide by the rules, can't take the heat, or lacks 

backbone is a wimp. 
Any attempt by the male to document the rules could result in bodily harm. 

If the female has pms., all the rules may be null and void. 
The female is ready when she is ready. 

The male Must be ready at all times. 
 
The editor would like to make it clear that he has nothing to do what so ever with the above item? 
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The Isle of Wight Open day 29th April 
By Paul Clarke 

 
 Once again we have done battle with Red Funnel Ferries booking system and sold the family silver to 
have a day out with the Isle of Wight Society at their Broadfields track. The trials and tribulations of booking the 
passage (not the back one) could fill a book, I am thinking of offering my services to Red Funnel as timetable and 
pricing structure consultant. When is a van not a van simple, cut hole’s in the side, call it a mini bus and travel at 
less than half the cost of taking a van over. Our friend Micheal Fish has been at it again, doom, gloom and rain 
who cares after the booking fiasco we are going! 
 The great day arrives and we’re off. First light saw heavy rain but by the time we had gathered at the 
ferry terminal at nine the outlook was more promising. We met up with other ‘tourists’ from Andover and Ascot. 
The crossing gives time to catch up on some of the gossip. We disembark in East Cowes and proceed to the 
chain ferry to West Cowes (£1.30). Up the hill to the track site at Broadfields. 
 After a warm welcome from John De Bank, Ken Stratton and Alan Mackenzie plus many others whose 
names escape me now. Many humble apologies for my brain? 
 As we unpack our steeds for the day we see that Steve Titley has beaten us to it, and is well on the way 
to steaming up. Steve has brought Brian Collyer’s Gresley 2-8-0 and his dad not necessarily in that order you 
understand! Other members attending were Merlin Bidlecombe, Mollie Giles, Dave Giles, John and Audrey 
Bayes, Eric Moxham Don Cottle and wife plus 02 Calbourne Alan Price Came along with his Simplex and elected 
to run on the ground level.  
 I unpacked the ‘Brit’ and Dave got on with setting up his Class five (Doris) Merlin acting as go between 
(wear out the oldie’s first!) by this time Steve was out on the track. I followed shortly after only to run out of steam 
on the first bend. The coal I had taken over had been affected by the seawater and refused to burn? That’s my 
excuse and I am sticking to it. To be pushed home by a diesel is punishment enough, some Island coal was put 
on the fire and everything returned to normal. At the end of the day (5 hours) as I raked out the fire some of the 
non-coal was still in the firebox! During the day we swapped engines freely and Merlin was seen to be having fun 
with both the Brit and Gresley, when one or the other of us wanted to have a break ,or what ever. Don Cottle 
steamed his 02 Calbourne and was seen to have a good run. Incidentally the full size 02 is due back in service 
after having work carried out on its bogie. Alan Price ran his Simplex on the ground level track and probably 
travelled further than the raised track boys. 
 The ladies of the Isle of Wight Society did us proud again with a plentiful supply of engine mans 
lubrication. Many thanks to the ladies for their splendid efforts in feeding us so well. 
 The time to pack up came all too soon and it was time to lever Steve Titley off the track. He gave up his 
firing shovel and proceeded to run out the fire, several minutes and laps later he pulled into the station. Came off 
to the steaming bays were the Gresley promptly blew-off wanting more action. Steve maintained his record of first 
on last off at the Island Open day. 
 After saying our goodbyes to the good folks at Broadfields it was time to go back too the chain ferry 
across to East Cowes in time to catch the 5:30 ferry back to Blighty. I don’t know if it is this ferry ride that makes 
the Island open day special or the warmth of the welcome that we receive each time that we go, however it is a 
very special event, and one that I intend on going to again. 
 
Merlin’s Two Penneth  
 A chance remark to editor Paul saying that I would write an article on the 17th I.O.W. Rally saw him and 
daughter Amy arrive at my door with an article that he had all ready  concocted, saying add something if you like 
so here is my ‘couple of penneth’. As I have mentioned before I have only missed one of the IOW rallies. The 
difference this as two years ago I went by car with Paul. About 15 loco’s were on site, a good selection. After 
everyone was settled with everything to hand. I had a wander and noticed that the boating pond did not have any 
tadpoles in it this year. Speaking with an IOW member said that there were very few this year, but there were 
several frogs in the grass by the pond. In previous years parts of the pond were black with hundreds of tadpoles. 
I wonder what nature is up to. You might ask what has this to do with the days events the answer is absolutely 
nothing just thought I would mention it. One other Society represented was Beechurst and a couple of their 
members mentioned it was the Beechurst fiftieth  Anniversary on Saturday 5th May. Now it so happened that I 
was taking Marcia to a Craft Fayre at Penshurst Place (just left of Tunbridge) and the route was the A272 so on 
the return trip a call was made at the Beechurst track an excellent turnout around thirty five loco’s I am told. Also 
an exhibition in the club house. After a cavalcade of all engines at 1:30pm passenger running commenced, two 
trains each of eight trolleys with three engines heading same and a guard on the fourth and eighth trolley quite a 
sight.  
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Merlin’s Rambling’s 
 I recently visited a model TE rally organised by Ron Patey and held at the Basingstoke Canal Visitor 
Centre at Mychett a short way up the canal from the Frimley Model Railway Track a very homely and enjoyable 
event. The area given to the rally was a little on the bumpy side but once out and around the Visitor Centre a 
good run was to be had. Another nice I had trip was following a chap called Jim on a 3” Allchin along the side of 
the canal to some woods part of this ended up a bit on the rough side but once into the woods some nice soft leaf 
mould type tracks. On the return a family were on the other side of the canal on the tow path, throwing a ball for 
their pet Alsation  to retrieve. On this particular occasion the dog came to our side dropped the ball in front of my 
Burrell and walked off. Leaving the family doing all sorts of antics to get the dog to come back and retrieve the 
ball. You’ve guessed it I had to stop and throw the ball back to them. I assume the Alsation did go back  to them 
eventually. 
 
  The next rally was a trip to Hollycombe. Again a rather bumpy field with an incline so that you were not 
sure if you had a full glass or empty glass of water ”ought to have steamed across the field”! Once out of the rally 
field and onto the road a very good run. From the entrance back up to the rally field gave a good long uphill run, 
and at a nice gentle speed the exhaust was sharp and crisp(music to the ears). Very well supported at around 
thirty five to forty engines of all types in attendance. David and Mollie Giles also attended with his 3” Burrell. 
Which developed a bit of lubricator trouble however, David managed to rectify same and kept on running. About 
half an hour later, I caught the same sort of bug but I did not manage to get mine going. So I had to drop the fire 
at about 2:45 I thoroughly enjoyed this rally which was held by the W.S.M.T.E.C. I would imagine they were well 
pleased with the support. Hollycombe its self really does have a great deal of steam in operation you name it and 
its in steam I think a visit as a spectator is a must. 
 
 
 

For Sale 
Lathe WARCO 1127 Little Used 

Bed Length 34”    Gap Bed allowing Approximately 17”swing,  Distance between centres 23”, 
New unused 6” 4 Jaw Chuck, New unused 10” faceplate, 

Installed Suds pump and tank never used. 
Quick change gear box. Range of cutting tools. 

 
Contact Philip Brian Odoni 

21 Brookley Road, 
Brockenhurst, 

SO42 7RR 
 

A Plea from Me 
Paul Clarke 

 During the early months of the Summer myself and the other boiler inspectors carry out the majority of 
the Societies boiler tests. This is a requirement of the Societies Insurers, and also makes a lot common sense. 
Would you sit with your legs wrapped around an explosive device ouch!  

But I have had cause for concern on a couple of occasions this year. From a merely operational point  
please could owners please try a preliminary test at home before trudging to the park. If you have a hand pump 
on the engine please use it to check for minor leaks up to the engines boiler operating pressure using the engine 
pressure gauge. It is as a requirement ‘if fitted should work’ according to the latest requirements.  Please supply 
a blanking plug for the small ‘scale’ gauge unless it is capable of twice the working pressure of the engine. this 
protects the gauge from excessive stress at it's’ upper working pressure. In any case the gauge should be 
capable of one and a half times boiler pressure anyway, as this is ‘best practice’. The gauge should also be 
marked with a ‘red’ line inside the glass not on its glass as the glass on model gauges is, if ever not located and 
can rotate in the bezel. Where practical please make blanking  plugs  for safety valves, this also makes an easily 
accessible connection point for our test kit. Do not present a boiler for test with last years char in the smoke box 
or ash in the ash pan. It Has happened!   

It is the boiler inspectors job to try and ensure that the boiler is safe until it’s next test date and the 
condition of boiler fittings is assessed with this in mind. ‘Screw out’ style fittings should be banned in my opinion 
after having these items disassemble themselves at full boiler pressure on a couple of occasions, due to worn 
threads. Please remember that a boiler certificate is only as good as the maintenance it gets from one steaming 
to the next and that you the operators are responsible for its continued safe operation not the boiler inspectors. 
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