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 Club Corner 
Wed 13th September  Archive video from the track the last twenty years. 
Sat/ Sun7th/8th October  Exbury Gardens ‘Steam in the gardens’. 
Wed 11th October  Bits and Pieces/Chin Wag 

Wed 8th November  Tony Webster. Building a Fowler Wagon from works drawings. 
Sat 9th December  Saturday 6.30 for 7.00 Xmas Dinner SS Shieldhall 
Wed 10th January  ‘First Aid Talk’ general first aid for home and workshop, Azalia Gosling. 
Wed 14th February  Dates not filled in are to be confirmed 
Wed 14th March  AGM 7.30 start. 

Dates not filled in Diary are to be confirmed with speakers after going to press. 
 

Xmas Dinner SS Shieldhall 
Mollie Giles has started to take names and numbers for the Christmas dinner. 

 

Club Regalia 
Anyone requiring a sweat shirt or polo shirt 

Please contact Mollie as another order is to be placed in the near future 
 
We now have a fairly comprehensive selection of club regalia for sale to members. 
Cloth badges for sewing onto overalls/driving jackets etc. £4.50 
Sweat shirts. £13 
Polo Shirts. £11 
Stick on stickers for either inside or outside application i.e. sticky on front or back. £2 

Available from Mollie Giles 
 

Insurance Cover 
Treasurer 

 
  Members are reminded that the society does not have cover for personal belongings whilst at the track 
site or any other venue used by the society. 
 

Accounts 
 Copies of the accounts are to be available to all members by request. Committee members are to be 
given copies that may be viewed by members free of charge. It has been decided not to circulate accounts at the 
AGM in the usual manner, as has been the case in the past in an effort to reduce costs to the members. The 
treasurer has spent a considerable amount of time in effecting a new method of accounting with our accountant 
which has saved us a not inconsiderable sum of money which we intend to put to better use. 
 

Chairman   Secretary   Editor 
Mr Tony Hoile.   Mrs Mollie Giles.  Mr Paul Clarke. 
Westhouse Cottage,  158 Athelstan Road,  28 Conifer Road, 
Southhill, Droxford,  Bitterne Park,   Coxford, 
Hants.    Hants.    Hants. 
SO32 3PB   SO19 4DJ   SO16 5FX 

 
For any other info email (notrains2002@ntlworld.com) Paul Clarke 

1 
 

mailto:notrains2002@ntlworld.com


The views and articles featured in this newsletter do not necessarily represent the views of the committee, officers and members. 

 

Twyford Water Works 
June Meeting held at the Works 

Paul Clarke 
 Our meeting for June was held at the Twyford Water Works this event nearly didn’t happen. I attempted to 
arrange this meeting back in February and never received any feed back from the emails left on their web site. 
Having mentally filed this as ‘job done’ I admit to forgetting to chase this up until someone asked me is the June 
meeting on or off. Having revisited the Water works trust website I came across a phone number for the Chairman 
Graham Feldwick a phone call later and we were on. A round robin email was set up and sent off, the jungle 
telegraph did the rest. 
 On arrival at the works we were met by a welcoming group who were to be our hosts for the evening. Our 
main guide Dr Martin Gregory who proved to be a mine of knowledge. After an opening talk of why the works are 
there and the history of the development of the site. We then moved indoors to see the various engines pumps 
and equipment used on site. Back outside we were shown around the lime kiln set up As we had taken along 
some the wives of members who by the way had spotted some of the wild flowers on site and were much taken 
by the knowledge of Ian Feldwick who could tell them what species were on site. A small group are building a 2ft 
narrow gauge railway as a demonstration line as the works only had a manual railway in its operating days. All too 
soon it was time for a cup of tea in the on site tea rooms. 
 It only leaves me to say keep up the great work lads. It has been muted that we may be able to have a 
steam up at the works with the traction engine boys next year. Watch this space!  
 

Exbury Gardens Narrow gauges in the gardens 
Paul Clarke 

 Our next event has become something of an annual event in our calendar we set up a small exhibition of 
our work around the theme of locomotives as the event title suggests. In the engine shed were several layouts of 
varying gauges from I believe ‘N’ through to ‘O’. With help from Alan Phillps we had a length of 7¼” track in 
operation and in conjunction with the 200ft length of 5” track that ‘Exbury’ has we could show the public something 
on the move. Ralph Stockton’s grandson Josh had the controls of ‘Onward’ for most of the weekend and between 
us we clocked up an astonishing 18 miles. I must say that Josh made a grand job of running ‘Onward’ and only 
once ran out of steam but with plenty of water in the glass not a bad fault at all. Well done Josh. Our display 
contained gauges 2½” to 7¼”. We all got to go on the exhibitor’s special, and I did spot more than one footplate 
ride being taken by members.  
 
 

    
 
 

Website 
 

  The idea of a club website has again arisen and is being investigated. Some feed back as to what should 
or should not be on such a site is up for discussion. As is who is to maintain and update such a site. 
 
 

Play link 
 I have had reports that the play link day at the track, which has changed its title over the years from 
‘Mother and Toddlers’ to ‘Parent and Toddlers’ was very well supported by members both with and without 
engines. With I believe some eleven engines present. Well done guys and girls this type of event keeps us known 
to the mums and dads of our current passengers. 
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Guildford Rally 

Paul Clarke 
 A group of members again stayed over for the weekend at this year’s event. We were totally spoilt by 
mum’s Mollie and June, who kept us fed and watered through out. I timed my arrival on site to a tee Brian had just 
put in the last tent peg and the kettle was on! Saturday morning saw us up and about complete with fried 
breakfast thanks Dave and Mollie. Coffee supplied by June what away to start the day. For a change we did not 
take the engine to pieces this year, and after a polish up it was time to raise steam. The small confines of the rally 
field mean that an escape to the park was soon in order and a tour of the area ensued. We returned having found 
a new route back to the rally field, more of which later. 
 All of the usual traders were on site in both the upper and lower fields. Boats afloat in the portable pool 
Garden gauge railways in what appears to be an expanding plot. The exhibition tent has again demoralised me 
how do these people find the time to make such great models or should I say miniatures. The internal combustion 
engine builders were ‘running up’ engines outside the exhibition marquee. I must say I have a bit of a problem 
with the positioning of this demonstration having had some hairy moments with much smaller engines 
disintegrating in a concrete test cell and having to remove parts that have embedded themselves into the said 
concrete walls, floor and ceiling. How this can be allowed when the public are exiting a doorway not twenty feet 
away beggar’s belief a carbon fibre propeller rotating at speed and then being blip’t to show a response time and 
the strain that this puts on the crankshaft and the fixing method used is very questionable. In closing this point you 
wouldn’t think of up ending a ‘Flymo’ with the guard off. 
 On to more relaxing things after the public have gone home on Saturday some of us took to the park on 
the now legendary ‘Organised Run’ set up by Myke Baigent which takes a group of us off across the park to the 
parks dept nursery were we can collect water. Where was Myke when we all set off apparently the expert had left 
the bypass shut and filled up the pot. He caught us up in time to see the fireworks well that’s what it looked like 
when Brian Collyer’s 4½” Burrell decided to clean its chimney whilst working hard towards the bowling green area. 
I can confirm there is no smoke without fire and so can all the passengers in the wagon. What a way to treat your 
guests Brian. With some kind of injustice Brian was the only one not set alight to. At one point during this’ well 
organised event’ Dave pointed out that we had covered most points of the insurance, we had successfully set fire 
to someone ’third party’, and had ‘borrowed’ Den Hoad’s ‘Toady’. We returned to the rally field via the road as the 
engines were all registered a trip of approximately two miles. 
 In closing I did this year for the first time refrain from taking any of the traction engines apart during the 
course of the weekend something of a record. Although I did get to play RAC man, Mike Collyer’s Mogul had 
thrown off a coupling rod retaining nut. We soon had it all back together and ready for his next stint on the 7¼” 
track 
 

850 Lord Nelson 
E.R.P.S. 

 As many of you will be aware ‘Nelson’ left Eastleigh on the 16th August bound for West Somerset Railway 
metals for running in etc.  

 
850 at rest in Minehead 
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A rare sighting in the park 
 

     There was an unusual sight at the track on Sunday 23rd July. Ron driving one of his engines, but not on 
the 7.25" track. He was driving a B1 on the raised track. I can not remember ever seeing Ron driving on the raised 
track in all the time that I have been a member of the society. 
  This is the B1 that was built by Alan Fay and then sold on eventually ending up with Ron. I understand 
that it last ran about 15 years ago which is before I joined the society. In fact it was before I came to live in 
Hampshire. 

Originally the loco had a steel boiler but this had rusted badly so Ron got a new copper boiler for it some 
years ago. The final work in putting it back together was done by Nigel Gettings. Ron and I went to visit Nigel and 
collect the loco on Saturday 22nd and then ran the engine down the park on Sunday 23rd July. 
  
Richard Reeves 
Editor’s Note: - I believe this engine appears in Martin Evans book Locomotive Construction. 
 

Re old pictures in last newsletter 
 I have received a letter from Merlin filling in some detail on the pictures published in the last newsletter. 
The people in the picture are in the distance Bill Perrett, pushing the wheel barrow Jim Rawlings and nearest the 
camera Ed Salt. The track opened in 1962 so the picture is likely to be 1960/61. 
 

Christmas Dinner 2006  
Has provisionally been booked for Saturday 9th December 2006  

On board ‘SS Shieldhall’ 
 I hope to have more detail in the near future. I.e. cost time of start/sit down. I shall use the jungle telegraph 
email and the monthly meetings to pass on information. It is planned that we should start earlier to give people a 
chance to have a drink and socialise before sitting for dinner. Saturday was chosen to make getting to the docks 
hopefully easier not being generally a working day for most instead of the rush from work etc. Prices are likely to 
be around the same as last year. Mollie Giles has started a list for those wishing to attend. 
 

Thank you to Andover MES 
Due to the number of sleeper renewals on our 7.1/4" gauge track on Wednesday morning work sessions 

recently, our stock started to run out.  Eventually a situation was arrived at, where to continue further may have 
affected the ability of the Society to have sufficient for 'emergency repairs'. (In the event of trouble from the 
'Bitterne Mafia!) I therefore decided to cease further renewals for the time being. 

However, on the evening of the day I made this decision, I went to a meeting at my other club (Andover 
MES), and I mentioned our predicament to a friend there. The conversation was overheard by Roger (another 
member), who said that a friend of his had a sawmill, and owed him a favour for emergency work he had carried 
out recently, and he would to call it in, and ask for some cut sleepering for us. Within a week of being given the 
sizes I found a pile of softwood waiting for me to collect, and remove to Riverside Park. Over the last few weeks it 
has been cut, (helped by Dennis Hoad), and given a good coat of preservative (with help from John Gardener), 
thanks lads.  
It’s fortunate that a chance remark at my other club, (Andover) and the helpful attitude of one of its members, has 
led to a speedy (& cost free) resolution of the problem. Hopefully we won't need any more now, until at least after I 
have fallen off my perch, and is someone else’s concern!         Don.Cottle            
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