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Club Corner 
 

24th March  A.G.M. - Commences 7.30pm. 
28th March  First Days Running of Season at Riverside. 
10/11th April  Two Day Spring Event 
14th April  A talk by Jeremy Coomer. 
12th May  A smaller ‘Bang’ - Instructions from Frank Webb. 
15th May  Portable Track Event  St James Fete 
9th June  Outside Visit to Mid-Hants Railway, Ropley. 
12th June   Club Outing to Romney Hythe and Dymchurch Railway. (see Secretary’s notes) 
26th June Visitors from three special needs homes in the Southampton area. 
   ( plenty of Loco’s for this event please) 
30th June  Southampton Parent and Toddler Annual visit to the track. 
14th July  Bring and Buy and Chin Wag. 
17/18th July  Guilford Steam Railway. 
14th August  Second Fun Day at Riverside Commencing at 10.00am 
   Barbecue at 5:00pm All family welcome. 
  
 
 All meetings are held at The Royal British Legion, Manor Branch, Bullar Road, Bitterne, Southampton. 
On the second Wednesday each month at 8.00pm. 
 

 
Notice of Annual General Meeting 

 
The AGM will be held on Wednesday 25th March 1998 at the Royal British Legion, Bullar Road, Southampton. 
Commencing at 7.30pm. 
 
Agenda 
 1/ Chairman to open meeting and accept apologies. 
 2/ Minutes of last A.G.M. 
 3/ Matters arising. 
 4/ Chairmans report. 
 5/ Treasurers report 
 6/ The President. 
 7/ Life members. 
 8/ Election of officers and committee. 
 9/ Auditors. 
 10/ Items raised by members. 
 Any member wishing to raise a question at the A.G.M. must do so in writing. The letter to be with the 
Secretary no later than 21(Twenty one) days before the meeting. 
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Chairman and Secretary’s Chat 
 

 
 We are fast approaching the start of the 1999 passenger season. All the jobs I promised myself I would 
definitely do during the winter break have not been completed and at this rate they will have to wait until the end of 
the 99 season. 
 The main bulk of the jobs at the track have now been completed. The barriers at the station are due to be 
erected over the next 2-3 weeks. As it has been rather wet, the laying of the cable for the signalling system has been 
delayed and it doesn’t look likely that it will be completed before the start of the season. 
 The Xmas buffet was a great success and the caterers have already been booked for this year. 
 Frost Bite was a fantastic day with good weather and thanks to our friendly Echo reporter, who did a write up 
the day before; we had great support from the general public. Over 20 loco’s were in steam during the day. 
 Mollie was kept very busy during the day taking subs and to date we have about two dozen who have not as 
yet renewed. 
 I must apologise but I omitted to advise members that we had a vacancy for a Vice President when I posted 
the A.G.M. agenda in the December newsletter. As this has to be an elected post, I have to advise that this post will 
now have to remain vacant until the A.G.M. March 2000. This post was held by the late Derek Giles. 
 The trip to Edmonton proved to be a most enjoyable and more than 30 members were in attendance. Looking 
at the many assorted bags and packages that were being brought back to the coach it looked as if everyone found 
something they needed. 
 The two day event will take place on 10/11th April. MJ Engineering has accepted our invitation to be present. 
We will need help on the Friday to get the marquee and cooks tents erected, please. 
 The first club outing will be on Saturday 12th June going to the Romney Hythe and Dymchurch Railway. Cost 
will be £8.00. A deposit of £5.00 is required when names are submitted on the list (Train trip is optional). 
 The August meeting this year will be on Saturday 14th from 10.00am taking the form of the fun day as last 
year. The Barbecue will take place from 5:00pm onwards. This proved to be a family event last year. We hope it will 
be the same this year. 
 I hope to have details of the second club outing by the beginning of April, as the proposed trip to Quainton 
Road is a ‘no go’ as there is no steam on a Saturday. Several ideas were talked about at the February meeting, so I 
will endeavour to follow these up. 
 I hope to see most of you during the course of the year. 
 
    Dave and Monica. 
 
 
 
 
  Chairman   Secretary               Editor 
        Mr Dave. G.Batt                         Mrs Monica.J. Batt                       Mr Paul Clarke. 
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  Bitterne Manor   Bitterne Manor    Coxford 
  Southampton   Southampton    Southampton 
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Frostbite 
By the Editor 

 
 The members enjoyed fine weather for frostbite this year. The ladies had again seemingly bought up the 
supermarket to keep the lesser mortals feed and watered. Those present seemed to enjoy the less formal approach 
that we adopt for this event. Unfortunately Jim Hollie had an irritating problem with the Scot. The regulator being stuck 
and not freeing even when steamed. (never mind more time to chin-wag Jim). Don Cottle was out with his Christmas 
present in the shape of an 02. Jess Moody brought his class 4 tank out to singe a few spiders in the fire box and else 
where. Mike Collyer and Sons brought along the J15 and 2-8-0 Gresley to keep them happy. Robin Wallace Simms 
brought along one of his fathers engine which he has completed. Monica informs me that over twenty loco’s were in 
fact steamed on the day but my muddled brain could not remember the names of those present. The turn out for 
these less formal events is very encouraging to see; especially the poppy day run which despite over cast weather 
and rainfall early in the morning was still very well supported and a record figure was collected for the Royal British 
Legion. Can we beat the record again this year! 
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The 50ft Steam Pinnace 
A view of the February meeting 

 
 Mr Peter Hollins came along to the February meeting of the Society. After several attempts to arrange this 
talk.  Mr Hollins was introduced to the members present by Ron Bray.   
 Mr Hollins started his presentation by giving us a brief history of why the ‘Pinnace’ or ‘Picket’ boat came into 
being. The weapons carried on these boats particularly in the early days must have required nerves of steel. As 
poking a long stick with a glorified hand grenade on the end, at a battleship, must have been pretty hairy when other 
people were firing back at you. Ordnance manufacturers were quick to supply better weapons to these boats. And 
eventually the Hotchkiss 3pdr quick firing gun became the norm. The gun fitted to the boat now was recovered by a 
trawler in 1983 and rebuilt by the Maritime Workshop. Sometimes these boats were also fitted with torpedoes. 
 The boat now restored at Gosport is of 1912 origin and was built at Samuel Whites in Cowes on the Isle of 
Wight. The boat after its Naval career had a chequered life. Until 1979 when it was acquired by the Royal Naval 
Museum Gosport. In 1983 she was dedicated by the Chaplin and re-commissioned. She is now used for ceremonial 
occasions. 
  In entertaining this motley crew Mr Hollins had taken time to tell us of interesting anecdotes of his time with 
her. At the end of the evening the assembled members gave Mr Hollins a very warm round of applause for his efforts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The lack of content in this newsletter is your fault and not mine? 
 

Oil Cans 
The treasurer has a new supply 

the ever popular non drip work any way up oil can 
These can be obtained from him at the tracksite or at general meetings. 

Price £13.00 Small £14.70 Large 
Society Badges are available from the same source. 
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