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With great sadness our Society has lost its patron.

Leopold de Rothschild, born May 12 1927, died April 19
2012

Our Chairman, David Giles, worked with ‘Mr Leo’ and
has written about his reminiscences.
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From the Editor
It is easy to be frivolous about much of what we do and equally
easy to tell people in a bossy manner what they should do, but
occasionally we should reflect on the fragility of life.
Our Chairman has lost a friend and our Society has lost a Patron.
He was a special man in many ways, none the least that he
loved steam and he could do something meaningful about it at
Exbury.
David Giles, our Chairman, knew him better than any of us
has given us an insight to playing with his train set. I can
that I was lucky enough to be invited by David to sit in the
of a hot, noisy and bumpy little blue engine but was a grand
thrilling experience, over to you David.

and
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Please do note that we will celebrate our 50th Raised
Track & 100th Club anniversaries on 6 and 7 October with
an OPEN WEEKEND, pray for an ‘Indian Summer’! This is
the one weekend this year without conflicts with other
clubs’ events.

From our Chairman — David Giles
Things are going well at the track, jobs are being done and
ticked off the list The one job outstanding is the concreting
outside the container and around the 71/4”steaming bays to
get rid of trip hazards. We’ve had to have the waste tank
(known as a cess pit, ed.) for the toilets emptied which cost a
bit but it was not a big job but full of them. (Sorry could not
resist that. I’m afraid your Chairman has that sort of humour.) (Yes that is exactly as David wrote it, Ed.)
Thanks must go to Dave Wisdom and the Wednesday gang
for the ongoing upkeep of the grounds around the track; it
really does look good.
Passenger numbers have been steady but we have lost a couple of Sundays due to rain, I hope the sun will come back
soon.
Dave, Chairman
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Thanks Mr Leo for letting me play with
your train set.
A tribute from our Chairman
As you can see from our front cover we have sadly lost our honourable Patron, Mr Leopold de Rothschild. I first got involved at
Exbury about a year after the railway opened being invited to
have a look by one of the lads who was working on the Lord Nelson steam loco with me at Eastleigh.
When I got there I sat and watched the goings on from the car
park until I saw my friend. “Come in”, he shouted and that was
it, I was introduced to Ian Wilson, the railway foreman, and
spent the afternoon talking to him about the club and the things
we did. After that my van seemed to go that way after work on
some sort of autopilot or be given a job to do at home.
I started doing small jobs in the workshop for them and then I
was asked if I could make some gradient posts that Mr Leo
wanted to install in order to make the railway look a bit more
like a real railway and I made them.
Every time I turned up I was offered a drive in appreciation of
what I had done and after a while I was told that Mr Leo was
very grateful for what I had done and insisted that I should have
more drives for what I had done and be considered a ‘friend of
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the railway’.
As a ‘friend of the railway’ my personal details were taken and I
was included on the railway’s insurance so that I could drive
trains with passengers. When Ian told me this he said that if you
are on the insurance, you can go on the books and get paid for
driving. Utopia!
It was about a year and a half later that I suggested the possibility of a model traction engine rally in the gardens. Ian thought it
was a good idea but told me it was down to Mr Leo. With that in
mind, I took my 3” traction engine out to give Mr Leo an idea of
what I was on about.
That was it, “Steam in the Gardens” was born and in the first
years of this event both Mr Leo and Mr Eddy loved walking
around talking to the exhibitors and when we gathered in front
of the house Mr Eddy would present plaques to everyone who
had attended.
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When Mr Leo had any of his friends as guests visiting they all
had to have a ride on his railway and all members of staff were
introduce to them. So, over the years that I have been involved
with the Exbury Railway, I have had the pleasure of meeting
some very famous people, actresses, artists and indeed Royalty.
Mr Leo will be sadly missed by all who knew him but I will be forever grateful for him letting me be part of his railway and play
with his train set.
David Giles 2012

CLUB DIARY
Our diary is firming up!

2012
Regularly

Sunday running from 1 to 4 until the clocks go back.
Second Wednesday each month the track is open for
fun running. Wednesday morning working gang
meets and runs. The possibility of Wednesday holiday running for the kids out of school for the holidays.

11 July

Community Play link running 9:30 on.

28 July

SSME Electric Day at the track. Ralph Stockton is
the driving force, he will help you with any queries.

6/7 Oct

OPEN DAY(S) Two anniversaries for the club. Come
and join us.

. . . And . . .
23/24 June Little LEC at Swansea Society
7/8 July

Guildford Rally

21/22 July Dreaming Spires Rally, Oxford
27 Aug

Portsmouth Charity Day

2 Sept

Fareham Electric Day

2013
22/23 June Little LEC West Huntspill Model Engineering Society.
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Committee Activity
The Committee now meets every month on the second Wednesday of the month with a written agenda and a quick efficient
meeting. The Committee has met twice since the last newsletter
but in the absence of minutes being circulated we are at a bit of
a loss to tell you much about them.
In the first meeting we set the stage for the coming year and
declared that it was business as usual. The Treasurer reviewed
the Club’s finances and reported that much of the club’s financial
activity happens in the Spring. The subscriptions come in and
then there are large bills for the insurance and seeing off the
previous year’s accounts. From then the coffers are refilled from
track takings. During 2011 and 2012 so far we have not had to
touch the reserves and we can run the club quite well on the ordinary current account notwithstanding that we bought a loco (06-0T) at the end of 2011 using this account. The Chairman declared that we must have written committee meeting minutes
from now on. We decided also to revert to using tickets for Sunday running as it gives the passengers a little something to take
with them and we can keep track of takings better.
Your editor missed the last meeting but we do know that the
dates for the anniversary celebrations were established, see the
diary. Additionally, Barbara Titley has asked to be relieved of the
catering role while she supports Steve. Ron Harding is kindly doing the day to day replenishments and catering for major events
will be an ad hoc affair at the time.

Treasurer’s Department
We amended the Club’s rules at the AGM in March to require an
internal audit. John Gardner accepted the role as Internal Auditor and with the Treasurer went through the accounts for 2011.
While we seemed to have checked a lot of items, there were two
items that our Auditor recommended that we fix. The first concerned accounting for track takings as we discovered that we
were missing the takings for a Sunday in early 2011. After some
scratching of heads David Giles realised that we installed a signal
just beyond the traverser and we had used track takings to buy
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various items for this project. As it was a quiet Sunday any cash
left was rolled into the next weeks takings. So we now use tickets to help keep track of the actual takings and we never use
takings for spending. The two transactions are kept separate.
The second item concerned new members. There is not a documented audit trail to show that new members are processed
through the committee and the subscriptions accounted for. This
will be put right by having written Committee meeting minutes
as required by our Chairman.
Other than those two our Auditor was happy and has suggested
that we do a preliminary check in the middle of the year so that
the end of year job is a little easier.
David Goyder, Treasurer

Track Jobs List
David has mentioned that jobs are being completed, have you
any more to add to the list David?

. . . And your email addresses
Always happy to have your email addresses for the newsletter,
ping me at dgoyder@fidelio.ltd.uk to let me know if we can send
the newsletter to you this way.

Club Clothing
There are some quite nice items of club clothing that you might
like to consider. Always available through Mollie.

“A Wanted” answered
Graham Walker wanted a vertical slide for a Myford super 7
lathe. He has it and thanks those responded. And now . . .

A ‘New’ Wanted
Graham now seeks a milling machine, call him 023 8078 1720.
A Homily (Model Engineer Nov 2003)

It is one thing to remain silent and be thought a fool, it is
quite another to open one’s mouth and remove all doubt, but
it is better by far to do so and ultimately learn the truth
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Out and About
Leopold de Rothschild, who has died aged 84,
was a member of the Rothschild banking family
and had a distinguished career in finance; his
greatest passions, however, were classical music and steam trains, and he was well known as
a leading musical philanthropist.

Leopold de Rothschild
Leopold David de Rothschild was born in London on May 12
1927, the fourth and youngest child and second son of Lionel
Nathan de Rothschild, and a great-great-grandson of Nathan
Mayer Rothschild, who established the English branch of the
family, and the bank, in the early years of the 19th century. Leo,
as he was always known, was brought up mostly at Exbury
House, on the estate his father had acquired in late 1918, which
is bounded by the New Forest, The Solent and the Beaulieu
River. It was there that his father created the 250-acre woodland
garden, famous for its rhododendrons and azaleas.
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One of his earliest memories was of the visit of King George V
and Queen Mary in 1931: told to bow to the King – “who has a
beard” – he duly bowed to everybody who might fit the description till His Majesty kindly stopped him with: “You carry on doing
that my boy, and you’ll be sick!”
Other memories included family holidays with French cousins on
his father’s motor yacht, Rhodora; he continued to sail all his
life, becoming a leading figure in The Solent Dragon fleet for
many years, sharing a boat with his friend and neighbour Bill
Pease.
Leo’s French-born mother, Marie-Louise Beer, was a great-greatniece of the composer Giacomo Meyerbeer and it was she who
encouraged his musical interests. “She wanted me to learn the
violin,” he recalled, “but I made such a terrible noise that when I
asked to switch to piano she welcomed the idea with open
arms.” He claimed to have been a “bad piano player” ever since,
though those who heard him play disputed this modest description of his abilities. In later years he gave small house concerts
with his friends and family at Exbury.
During the Second World War, Leo was evacuated for three
years to North America with other young Rothschild cousins from
Austria and England, with whom he formed enduring bonds. He
was taken to see his first opera, Der Rosenkavalier at the New
York Met, aged 14; at the time, he recalled, he was more taken
with the song Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy . Returning to England in
1943, Leo went to Harrow, where he sang in the school choir;
later, during two years’ National Service in the Royal Navy serving in the cruiser Kenya, he formed a gramophone club which
gave weekly “concerts”.
He then went up to Trinity College, Cambridge, to read French
and Russian, having been expressly advised by his uncle Anthony de Rothschild to read “anything except Economics”. While
he was there, he made several lifelong friends, including David
Willcocks and Raymond Leppard, whom he met through the university Musical Society, both of whom would go on to become
leading conductors.
After leaving Cambridge and brief training at other banks, Leo
joined his family’s bank, NM Rothschild & Sons, becoming a partner in 1956 and in 1970, when NMR became the last London accepting house to relinquish its private partnership status, an executive director. From 1970 to 1983 he sat as a director on the
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Court of the Bank of England, like his great-uncle Alfred before
him.
Leo de Rothschild was heavily involved in establishing or reestablishing Rothschild’s Latin American offices, especially Mexico, Brazil – where he was responsible for leading the financing
for the Rio-Niteroi bridge – and Chile, a country he particularly
loved, forming close links with the Matte family.
He played an integral part in the development of the Banking
Division and established Rothschild Intercontinental Bank in
1969, bringing together the Rothschild houses and a number of
continental firms with historical links to Rothschild. He was always committed to the welfare of the bank’s staff and pensioners, whom he regularly invited to visit Exbury Gardens.
When he began working in London he joined the Bach Choir, and
sang as second bass for some 50 years. He always said how
nervous he was when he came up for re-audition, as choir members regularly had to, in front of his old friend David Willcocks.
He reckoned to have sung in more than 100 performances of the
St Matthew Passion. Eventually he served as chairman, and later
president, of the choir. In an interview he said that he regarded
membership of the choir as “a way of life”.
Over the years he served as either president or chairman of
many other leading British musical institutions, including the
English Chamber Orchestra, English National Opera and the
Royal College of Music, where he chaired a centenary appeal to
build the college’s Britten Theatre; he was also a friend of Sir
George Christie and helped raise funds for the new opera house
at Glyndebourne.
Like his philanthropic grandfather Leopold (who was once described as “an angel with a revenue”), he gave generously to
good causes. Through the Leopold de Rothschild Charitable Trust
he provided support to the London Symphony Orchestra, the
London Sinfonietta, the Rambert Dance Company and the St
John’s Hospice. The trust also funded scholarships at the RCM.
He served on the board of the National Theatre; he was a keen
theatregoer and also something of a film buff, with a particular
fondness for old-fashioned horror films. Perhaps the charity closest to his heart was The Countess of Munster Musical Trust,
which helped countless musicians over the years.
In 1985 he was appointed CBE for services to music and the
arts.
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Leo de Rothschild’s other great passion was steam trains, and he
served as a trustee of the National Museum of Science and Industry and as a member of the National Railway Museum Advisory Committee. At Exbury, where he had a modern country
house designed by his oldest friend, Sir James Dunbar-Nasmith,
he built a narrow-gauge steam railway; Dunbar-Nasmith again
designed the station, modelled on Aviemore. Since its opening in
2001, more than 500,000 people have ridden on it. In 2004 and
again in 2008 Mr Leo invited the Queen to Exbury to ride on the
footplate while he drove the engine, dressed in his Exbury Gardens Railway boiler suit and cap.
Leopold de Rothschild was unmarried. He was always close to his
family, and was particularly pleased when a niece, Charlotte,
embarked on a singing career.
Leopold de Rothschild, born May 12 1927, died April 19
2012
© Copyright of Telegraph Media Group Limited 2012

The Salem Collection of Model Locomotives
(by Don Cottle, John Gardner & David Goyder)

What may well have been a once in a once life time opportunity
to see, touch (do not touch the exhibits!) and smell the most
fabulous collection of model locomotives showing off the finest of
British model engineering took place at Dreweatts last Wednesday 25 April 2012, it was the auction of the Jack Salem collection
took place.
The atmosphere in the room was quite electric. We had seen objects at this auction go for the top end of estimate or even more
but the next object just would not stop going up. We watched
the serious bidders now taking over. I whispered to John Gardner that I bet the next one would go for £75,000. He nodded. It
was estimated at £30,00 to £50,000.
The auctioneer was moving things along nicely between two bidders in the room and a couple more on the telephones.
“Ninety, Ninety thousand pounds, do I have ninety five – yes on
the telephone, do I have a hundred”. A man in front nodded.
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I wanted to scratch my eye but dared not move. The telephone
bidder next to us flicked his hand up, “Hundred and five – do I
have a hundred and ten”, and on it went. (And all this for a 71/4”
engine.) Then it was down to the two telephone bidders and up
it went in five thousand pound leaps until it stopped at £135,000
with the man saying quietly into the phone, “it is with you at
£135,000”, the other telephone bidder was being instructed that
he had to go up in £5k steps, nothing less, and said something
like, “you must bid £140,000, it is going”. “Going once”, “Going
twice” and the telephone bidder threw up his hand.” The auctioneer roared, “ONE HUNDRED and FORTY THOUSAND POUNDS”,
do I have more? No, the gavel came down with a bang and some
(now poor) chap had bought a 71/4” LMS Duchess for more than
one could imagine. (He eventually paid £170,000 including the
buyer’s premium.)
To whet your appetite here are some of them.
2 1/2” Southern ‘Lord Nelson’

A lovely 7 1/4” Prairie Tank
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Who can resist a 5” L & Y 0-6-0?

And for the East Coast devotee, a smashing little 5” 0-4-4T

As you may have guessed by now, Don Cottle, John Gardner and
I went to the Jack Salem steam engine sale in Newbury.
And now to Don Cottle.
During a visit to our SSME group a week or two ago I happened
to mention an Auction being held near Newbury for Model Locomotives. These were not just ordinary ones, but made by the
cream of British Model Engineering, in some cases built to an order from their future owner. However on occasions they were
acquired by him already completed, & taken to his residence in
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Switzerland where he ran them.
I already knew of this gentleman, because an acquaintance of
mine, some years ago had been involved in completing a locomotive for him. I was informed that the locomotive had originally
been placed elsewhere, but there had been certain issues involved, so it was given to him to complete. He had a considerable amount of work still to do on it, as well as help run the railway we were both connected with. However the work was done
to a very high standard & completion was near. The builder was
a fairly easy going chap, & towards the end, it was realised the
loco might not be ready in time. However because the ferry &
travel arrangements were already made to transport it, he ended
up working day & night on it, frequently without sleep! In the
end it was finished at the 11th hour & he just made the ferry at
Dover to drive it across to Switzerland. After his return, I saw
him, & he looked extremely tired & worn out, but happy it was
over. I believe he also undertook other commissions for the
buyer, but none as exhausting.
On entering the former Priory, to attend the viewing, there were
not many people around, so after asking permission, I proceeded
to take a few photographs of the (18) lots being sold.
However 30 minutes before the auction, people appeared from
everywhere & the room was soon full with standing room only.
The first item was a 21/2" gauge model of No.453 'King Arthur',
the detail of it was exceptional. It easily exceeded the reserve
estimate of £2,000-£3,000, & sold for £8,500! This started a
buzz in the room, especially as the next lot, a 31/2" gauge King,
sold for double its estimate at £10,500. The next 31/2" Gauge, a
NER 4-4-0 sold for £14,000). The longer the sale lasted the
more interesting it became. As my companions will no doubt inform you, the most amazing was when bidding commenced for
the 71/4" gauge Duchess built by Harry Powell, formerly Chief of
the Copper Shop at Crewe Works, & known as one best builders
in the U.K. It was a superb model, & briefly the bidding paused
around the £90,000 mark & then continued at a brisk rate up to
£140,000! Being sold to a telephone buyer, I wondered if it was
possibly to the father of a young man, who sat in front of me,
who had a strong resemblance to a certain well known collector
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& meanwhile had received quite a bit of attention from certain
staff members.
Another interest of visiting events like that, is people spotting,
there were two members of another club where I'm a member,
plus the President of another, from whom I once bought a loco.
We also met people from societies in West Wales & Yorkshire.
I should mention that the auctioneers spent time talking about
boiler certification & provenance which was of interest to most
buyers. Almost all the locos had steamed at some time & I inquired about the sellers other locos & was told this was the second sale of part of the deceased man’s collection. He had died
about 20 years ago but some of his family were present at this
sale. Most of the locos had no certification although in the case
of some, the builder was still alive or the family had records.
Harry Powell’s son was present to talk to any purchasers & John
Adams of Poole is also still alive I believe as not so long ago Dick
Ratcliffe & I saw him at Hemsby just before Don Witheridge died.
Don Cottle
31/2”.Beyer Garratt 2-8-0+ 0-8-2 'Samuel Jackson' No.4

G.W.R. 0-6-0 'Dean Goods' No.2467
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The Back Page
This is where I get to share some of my favourite engines with
you and . . .well not this time. Let’s fill the back page with the
Salem Duchess!

Photos scanned from Dreweatts catalogue without permission, thanks!
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