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Club Corner 
 
10th October Hugh Davis Talk ‘Branch Lines with Bacon and Eggs’ an illustrated talk travelling branch 

lines inside a brake van. 
14th November Alan Phillips ‘Making your own railway’ – Alan talks on the subject why this project 

started and the making of track and Bogie wagons. 
12th December Southampton ‘Christmas Buffet Evening’ at Bullar Road. 

An Idea for a future project 
By Paul Clarke 

 The idea of a Disabled carriage has been mulled for the past months and I have received information 
that has been very useful, from Jim (Guildford) his surname escapes my addled brain. Who has built a similar 
vehicle for a railway in Malta.  
  The method of clamping the wheel chair etc to the vehicle has been sorted, and some of the principle 
dimensions. I have to check if the vehicle will fit in our present storage racks or not? 
 There may be funding for the project under the new Access for all legislation. I have to look into this in 
some depth as there may be other things for which we can apply under these rules. 
 Could someone please give this project a name, Disabled Carriage grinds on me and is not very PC. 
 
 

For Sale 
7¼” 0-4-0 Coupled Diesel Type Locomotive and Tender 

New Approximately 10 Hours running 
Electric Start £3000 ONO 

Tel : James Taylor 023 8046 2218 
 

 
 
All meetings are normally held at the Royal British Legion, Manor Branch, Bullar Road, Bitterne Park, 

Southampton on the SECOND Wednesday of each month at 8.00p.m. 
 

Copy for the December Newsletter to be sent handed/thrown at me at the November meeting please.  
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Chairman and Secretary’s Chat 
 

 The Club visit to the Bluebell Railway was a great success enjoyed by everyone, for starters we stopped 
at a roadside café and had early morning tea, sat outside in brilliant sunshine, which kept up throughout the day. 
On the return journey some bright spark had purchased a copy of “Oh Mr Porter” starring Will Hay – so we had 
some in house entertainment for those who managed to stay awake. 
 The following week was ‘No Trains Day’  at Riverside, the start we hope of an annual event (report of 
this later in newsletter) 
 The weather was on our side, for a change when our visitors from Waterside, Westwood and Bonhomie 
arrived for their annual visit to the track. All the loco’s were put to good use – and the sausages and chips and 
loads of cakes went down a treat as usual. Waterside have sent us a photo of their members on the track and 
their smiles says it all – ‘We’re having a great time’ 
A group of us attended the Guildford Steam Rally – it seemed much quieter than previous years though. 
 The Southampton Parent and Toddler groups held their event later in the month this year – thank 
heavens the weather was good to them (Ron Bray will report on this later) 
 So far passenger figures are up on this time last year – dare I say it “The weather has been on our side 
for a change” 
 You are all well aware that next year is the fortieth anniversary of the track at Riverside and the ninetieth 
of the formation of our Society. We intend having a full weekend at the track to celebrate this event and we need 
your input to make it a big success. 
 We will be having an exhibition marquee to show the public what we can do besides play trains. 
Enclosed is form asking what model you would like to exhibit please the larger variety of models the better the 
exhibition. 
 It has been suggested that we have a ‘cavalcade of steam’ whether your loco is in steam or not  - we 
have ways of getting it on the track to go around – it would be great to have forty loco’s of varying gauges. It 
would be too much to ask for ninety!!! 
Our oldest Life Member Arthur Bevan will Be ninety five next year and we all feel that it would be fitting for Arthur 
to lead the cavalcade for us. We understand that a member of the Ascot Society has a loco which will be 
celebrating its fortieth birthday next year and will definitely be joining us. We hope there will be many more of 
you to join him. 
 Please complete the ‘Cavalcade of Steam’ form to let us know what you will be bringing. 
 It is essential that these forms are back with me by the end of December at the very latest in order to get 
the programme ready in time. 
We shall be advertising the two day event on the local radio stations and local papers and if at all possible 
Meridian and BBC South TV it is also our intention to apply to the City Council for a Licence to supply Food etc 
to the general Public. 
 MJ Engineering and Jim Vass have already agreed to join us. 
 This is a unique event for our Society so please wont you join us in Making it the VERY BEST ONE 
EVER  the date to remember is the 13th-14th April 2002  
 Just to let you know that Dave is making a good recovery following his recent heart problems – he will 
still be very much involved with the running of the Society but in a more passive role than previously. 
 
MONICA 
  
 
 

Merlins Ramblings 
 Having read the article by Paul Clarke regarding the boiler testing procedures brings to mind some thing 
I would like to comment on. It concerns safety valves. On several occasions recently I have watched people 
raise steam and then alter the adjustment of the safety valve/ valves. Why is there a need to adjust the setting? 
If the valve is not working correctly you would have seen this on the previous steaming, it should then be taken 
off the engine and corrected and then brought to the attention of the boiler tester who signed the certificate so 
that he is able to comment on same. 
 The main problems with safety valves not working properly or erratically are the components not true or 
square to each other and the ends of the spring not square to the axis. I always machine bore and screwcut all 
components. Which only leaves the spring to be what I call hand made. This should have a close wound coil at 
each end and then finally ground using a simple jig. 
 
Editors note :- If you look at the way a humble Biro spring is made you will see what Merlin is getting at. The 
Safety Valves on the ‘Brit’ have, as mentioned before been ‘Doctored’ to these recommendations. Both now 
work within an approximately five P.S.I. range. 
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No Trains Day 16th June at Riverside 
By Merlin Biddlecombe 

 
 This idea was conceived by Paul Clarke, Brian Collyer and myself whilst travelling to the Midlands ME 
Exhibition last year, trying to add something a little different to the usual events. From then onwards Paul and 
Brian took over and arranged the whole thing I just nodded my head now and again. The Idea was to be as low 
key as little regimentation as possible, and on the day as far as I am concerned this worked very well. Fourteen 
engines were on site and the park was our playground about five eighths of a mile to Wood Mill and if you 
wandered to the Manor Farm Road you could easily do a mile and if you went back to Cobden Bridge a two mile 
round trip. 
 Two engine drivers (no names) lost their way crossed the road at Wood Mill and ended up at the White 
Swan. A lot of interest was shown from the public sitting around the park and from the people walking dogs. The 
food on the day was again a very low key do Brian turned up with burgers, sausages and bread rolls also fifteen 
pounds worth of chips were purchased from Charlie’s at Bitterne Triangle and nice they are too. These were 
collected by Dennis Hoad and crewman on his 4” Foden. The burgers and sausages were cooked by Bill and 
Mack and I must complement them for, they were cooked to perfection so it was help yourself time and didn’t it 
all go down very nicely with a cup of tea which kept appearing during the day. Now I must say and I am sure on 
behalf of all who took part in this event thank you to our Society for the support. From the feed back it looks like 
a must for another one next year. 
 

A Pat on the Back 
From Ron Blizard 

 
I think I am not alone in wishing to take this opportunity to give Paul and Brian a pat on the back for their 

gallant efforts in organising what turned out to be a great day out. I am talking about the ‘No Trains Day’. An 
amazing day when loco’s had to stay in their shed whilst machine of free sprit (traction engines and lorries) were 
allowed to roam. An event not to be missed, even though the rain did its best to spoil it. Still with determination 
the stalwart few fought back and the sun did appear though not as early as one would have liked. Perhaps 
another day of this type can be arranged for future years. 

 

Thanks to you 
 

In reply to Ron and Merlin’s letters I should like to say a big ‘Thank you’ to all you hardy souls who 
turned up for what was a complete experiment. Myself and Brian had been talking about doing something for the 
traction engine /lorries in the club, for ages.  I prefer to call them ‘those that can steer and drink tea/ talk at the 
same time’. The original idea was to give members a day that they could play in the park, then someone said 
why not invite the local clubs. In fact by the Wednesday before the event I realised that things were snowballing 
some what. We had gone from half a dozen engines to twenty all most overnight. The main thrust behind the 
event was to make it as relaxed and laid back as possible. The original hand out that I did was very tongue in 
cheek. I now know for instance, that people in Basingstoke do not know were our track is. A map on the reverse 
side of the hand out would have been helpful. Some adventurous people even got to the White Swan at 
Mansbridge? In closing I should like to thank Brummie Bill/ Mack Miles for their culinary input and support. Also 
to Dennis Hoad for his trips to the fish and chip shop once to place the order and once to collect it. It was also a 
great feeling to see all members getting stuck in to help on what was unique day. One regret is that we never 
had a line up of engines to mark the occasion but then it would have taken organising and we were trying to not 
organise. Thank you again to all those people who turned up in the rain and still ‘lit up’ giving me the 
encouragement to carry on with what looked like a washout. We hope to do something similar in 2002 but the 
date has not been fixed yet as it means being organised.  

  Paul Clarke. 
 

 

Committee Notes 
Supplied by Ron Bray 

 
Treasurers Report 
 
 The Registered Office is now 42 Carlton Road, Southampton. The Corporation Tax return has been 
completed and accepted by the Inland Revenue. Number of passengers carried this year is well up on previous 
year. 
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Track 
 
 The Council are still working on the Societies Planning application for increased storage and blow down 
ramps. 
 As we go to press the knee rail for the Station Straight has arrived and will be fitted once passenger 
running has stopped in Mid – October. 
 
Membership 
 We have 142 paid up members , 10 life members and 11lapsed or resigned members. 
Anniversary – April 2002 
 40 years of running the track. It has been proposed to have a steam cavalcade. As the Society has sold 
its 5” Gauge Portable track we will have to see about borrowing one for the occasion. 
Fly sheets, posters and souvenir tickets to be done. Contact to be made with Media Re Advertising. Another 
Marquee and trade stands (should they wish to participate) to be organised. The eldest member of the Society to 
be contacted to see if he would agree to cut the tape. 
 
AOB 
 Children are getting under the barrier at the station, and this must be prevented. The chain must be put 
up at the steaming bays to stop members from crossing the track whilst passenger hauling is in progress. The 
‘Please use the footbridge’ notice must be put up every week. Members are standing between the tracks at the 
station. This should not happen when trains are in motion. It is hoped that the ‘No trains day’ will take place next 
year, the members who organised the event to be thanked for so doing. 
18th July – Visit of Southampton Parent and Toddler Group 
 This event is now firmly fixed in the Society Calendar. This years event was threatened by inclement 
weather, but by the time of commencement a change for the better to come, and a very enjoyable was had with 
the mothers(and some dads) and the children. 
 The groups organise themselves with nothing for the Society to do except turn up and run the railway. In 
addition to the train rides there is a book bus and a play bus, and in the centre of the track are a sandpit a pit 
with wood shavings in and another with water ( I do not know what was going on there!) Benches for 
constructing those things that small children construct as well as many other items with which to play, all brought 
in a large van. 
 It is an easy day for the Society. The trains run as required, not regularly, and with a stop for lunch. The 
members turning up enjoy the day as much as do the children. Seven locomotives were running. At the end of 
the event the organiser of the groups thanked us most profusely. I do notice that he comes to our Sunday 
afternoon running sessions quite frequently – we have not lost out there! 
 Many thanks to those members attending. 
 
 

Beware Plastic Bags 
By Don Cottle 

 
 An interesting situation occurred with my loco. During the recent ‘Members Day’ when another member 
was driving, and a plastic bag blew across the line in front of him. On arrival in the station I noticed that the front 
bogie wheels weren’t turning on looking at the left side it was seen that the bag had wrapped itself around the 
front axle. Seemingly a simple thing to sort out but it was between the axlebox and wheel and little clearance first 
the engine was lifted several times and attempts were made to pull the bag away with pliers and fingers a bit at a 
time. Time passed quickly, and then a knife was brought into use and we resorted to pulling off through the 
spokes. The wheels still not freeing themselves. Eventually those behind us started to run in the reverse 
direction, meanwhile laying on the ground and muttering oaths under our breath we continued on. Then in 
desperation I Ran across the park to my toolbox and brought a hand full of tools back. Amongst these was a pair 
of bent nose pliers which a least improved matters, but still the plastic remained although much removed, by now 
cut in half . Eventually after about forty five minutes the wheel revolved, and it was decided we could push the 
train in reverse across the park and down to the steaming bays. We hung the bogie over the turntable pit so as 
to be able to get at the bogie from underneath. The bag had buy now largely been removed (a number of jokers 
hinted at sandwich jokes which fell on deaf ears at the time!) Whilst the bogie seemed almost ready to run, it was 
spotted that the spring equalising beam had been displaced, and no amount of prodding by all three of us could 
pop the pins back in the pin holes no matter how we tried. Initially a small lump of plastic was found under it. 
Therefore to save more delay I took of the bogie, and guess what the pins popped but, as they were supposed 
to. Net result loco, ready to resume, after a delay of an hour or so! 
Memo:- Always carry bent nose pliers, and beware of innocent looking items being blown across the park. 
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Advertisement 
Midlands ME Exhibition at Donnington Sunday October 21st. 

 
The Fareham Society of Model Engineers are again running a coach to this exhibition from their Segensworth 
track site. They start out at 7am and there is a convenience stop halfway, arriving at Donnington at 11am. The 
coach will leave Donnington at around 5pm Stopping halfway then returning to the track at around 9pm. Anyone 
interested should contact Brian Fisher on 01489 582383 
 

Advertisement 
 

I have received from Ron Bently our one time Secretary a list of workshop equipment that he wishes to sell due 
to his ‘retirement’ from model engineering. The list is as follows:- 
 
Group1 Myford ML7 on a cabinet stand. Motorised, in fact all of the appropriate tools are motored. There 

over 22 additional tools on this lathe. It is a well equipped tool and you should see it for yourself. 
 
Group2 Dore-Westbury Vertical mill on a stand. I have always borrowed the spindle tools from the lathe, 

but it has all of the usual angle plates, vices, etc. you are likely to need for most jobs. (Drawings) 
 
Group3 “Quorn” Grinding Machine. Avery clever and versatile tool, but I never got on with it. With 

drawings Fully detailed in Model engineer if you need to know more. 
 
Group4 “Kennet” Tool Grinding machine. I used this one to grind every tool that needed grinding. With 

drawings. 
 
There is a good stock of grinding wheels for the two above machines, and I will endeavour to share them as 
equally as I can. There is only one diamond for wheel dressing and the two purchasers will have to toss for it. 
 
Group5  Gear Hobbing Machine (Jacobs Type) This machine Generates very accurate gears. After its 

construction I borrowed gears from the Myford to get started, but have since built up a good 
stock of gears of its own but you may have to borrow gears now and again until you cut one. 
Complete with Drawings. 

 
Group6  Shaper Hand operated. Bench mounted. 
 
Group7 Draughting Machine Office type on a cast iron stand If you are used to working on the pastry 

board, This is heaven. 
 
Group8  A full set of Drawing instruments. A relic of my work days. 
 
Group9  Arc Welder 140AMP AC Face Mask, electrodes, and a carbon arc torch. 
 
Group10 Oxy-Acetylene welding set. Everything except the cylinders which are hired from British Oxygen 

as needed. 
 
Group11 Calor Gas Brazing Torch and two gas cylinders. 
 
Group12 Rotary Compressor (About 55LB) and spray gun. 
 
Group13 Threading Tackle. Boxed. Taps & Dies, Wrenches BSF, BSW, BA, Mod Eng 32 & 40. 
 
Group14 Casting Equipment. Everything I have used for casting Metals But NOT cast Iron which I have 

never attempted. 
 
I have no real knowledge of the true value of any of the above and it would be asking a lot to expect anyone to 
value it for me. So, to make thing as fair as possible and ensure that all members have an equal chance I have 
devised the following rules. 
 
 
Continued on page6 
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This offer will be published in the September Newsletter. Members may view what is offered buy appointment 
only. Phone 023 8090 7183. I will notify successful bidders (and the unsuccessful as well if my strength lasts) 
Members are invited to make a bid in a sealed envelope (which I will provide) for one or more of the Groups as 
listed. When opened the highest bid will secure the Group. If a bid is duplicated I will toss a coin to decide the 
winner.( TIP end your bids in odd amounts, which should avoid this need) 
 
The successful bidders will have a fortnight (until Sunday 23rd September) to settle up and take their purchase 
away. 
 
If any bidder fails to complete within the fortnight, the bid will be VOID and I will offer the Group to the next 
highest bidder. 
 
There are no pre-set prices. Nothing will be withdrawn because it Fails to reach a predetermined price. 
From Sunday October 7th. It is “Open House” Members are invited, whether they have bought any Group or not, 
to come and take anything left in the workshop which takes their fancy. NO CHARGE of course. This is open for 
4 weeks, so 4th November is the last chance. Anything left will go into the rubbish skip. 
 
  Yours faithfully 
   Ron Bentley. 
 
Ron Has also donated his library of Me’s and text books to the Society a member has volunteered to take this 
under their wing. Ron would like it to be known that the Society chose the person and that he has had nothing to 
do with their decision. 
 

Guildford 2001 
By Paul Clarke 

 
 Since no one else has written an article about the Guildford Model weekend this year I thought I would 
jot down a few words to fill the page. 
  

It must be ten years since my first encounter with Guildford and I still wonder how they manage to put on 
what is the equivalent of an IMLEC sized event every year. It must take months if not the whole year of planning. 
I know that they have been doing it for years so they must have practised it down to a fine art by now. But how 
exactly you can conceivably work out what everyone wants and when leaves me with the collie wobbles. Tents 
to hire toilets to hire coal to stock up, rostas for toilet cleaning and bin emptying around the site marshalling off 
public and enthusiasts alike all takes an incredible amount of time and effort. 

 For me the Exhibition Tent is a must if only to be disappointed with my own efforts it does inspire 
me to try harder. It is also very refreshing to see different types of modelling in action not stuffed. Many of the 
exhibits are plainly used and not just glass case jobs. 

I have built a hot air engine albeit a very simple one but to make one that will run off the heat from your 
hand well! Ship modelling has been of interest since reading a book about sailing in the olden days when masted 
ships ran the wool run from Australia to Liverpool If you think life is hard now just read about these guys 
sometime. My other passion is Internal Combustion Engines. As children my brother and I would take anything 
apart to see how it worked, Fortunately my uncle worked for ATCO and an endless supply of lawn mower 
engines was always at hand we modified many of these engines and fitted them to go-karts. No HSE then! I 
have for sometime taken Strictly I.C. an American magazine. For IC enthusiasts the range of articles is quite 
astounding from two strokes to 24 cylinder masterpieces. It was therefore an added bonus to see the radial 
engines running at this years show. The gas turbine I have had experience with whilst at the university when 
they were first imported into this country by Solent Models we borrowed! one to check the thrust that it produced. 
This was the first time that I had come into contact with Ceramic Ball races (how do they make them). Mean 
while back at the rally proper Brian Collyer who was supplying the sleeping quarters for us, sprang the surprise 
that he had never put up the tent that he had brought. Ten thirty at night we had the tent up, nearly inside out 
and after much help? from the other members present, then success! The traction engine rally part of the event I 
felt was fairly well supported. Some of the regulars were missing maybe due to other engagements the new 
legislation that has caused such a rumpus may also have put some off. But with less engines there is more room 
to manoeuvre around without flattening anybody. There does seem to be move towards larger scale engines 
with two inch engines almost seeming to be extinct. Maybe because they have to have the same insurance as 
the big boys it puts them off. Are the rally fields just getting to rough, over scale bumps and ruts are no joke 
when it rips the front axle off or the ash pan gets flattened. We did go for an excursion across the field on 
Saturday night and enough to say we go a BIT of ash in our hair! Ah! the great outdoors or is that you singeing 
Molly. For a change this year we did not take the engine apart on the field except to adjust the smokebox door? 
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