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50th Anniversary, we did it! 

And special thanks to Merlin Biddlecombe for looking 

after ‘our girls’ and to Elizabeth (Mum), Susan and 
Linda for coming to make the day Special. 
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From the Editor 

A couple of years ago we were bemoaning the ageing member-

ship as well as the declining numbers. 2012 has seen both re-

verse. The membership has grown from around 100 to topping 

110 this year and the age profile is definitely moving to the 

younger side. I have talked with a number of people who have 

retired at 60 or 65 and have joined as this is what they always 

wanted to do. And there are young chaps joining, even the 

dreadful teenagers, bless them! 

Which brings me to one of my beliefs which is that the one of the 

strengths of a club is a generous rotation of the workers or 

“Officers”. If everyone gets a chance or gets the chore of doing a 

job usually with the generous contribution of the previous incum-

bent for as long as it takes, a larger number of the membership 

gets involved and they feel that they own their club. The con-

trasting situation is when a small group effectively ‘hijack’ the 

club for their own ends. The membership gets disinterested and 

indifferent with the consequential loss of members and eventu-

ally the loss of the club itself.  

That quite simply is why I am stepping down as Newsletter Edi-

tor to make space for the next person. I will work and support 

the next Editor, supply the software I use if he/she wants it, take 

photos, write articles and contribute to the next generation but it 

is essential that we move on. My big thanks to those who have 

supported me for the last two years with their articles and write-

ups. Come on let us hear who the next Editor will be!!!!! 
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From our  Chairman — David Giles 

Where has the year gone, it only seems like yesterday that we 

were starting a new season? Jobs have been completed and 

wiped from the to-do list and others are now in planning for the 

second stage. The list is, lift in the carriage shed, roof and clad-

ding on work shop container still to be done and the refurbish-

ment of the raised track can not be forgotten!. A big thank you to 

all who attend working parties on Wednesday mornings, without 

you these jobs would still be on the list. 

This year was our 50th Anniversary plans were made for celebra-

tions earlier in the year but when we spoke to other clubs about 

coming to visit us and celebrate with us we found that there was 

so much on at the same time we would be celebrating on our 

own.  

So the decision was made to hold it later in the year. I am glad 

we did as the date we first chose earlier in the year was a total 

wash out, the heavens opened. The weekend later in the year was 

fantastic, the weather could not have been better. We had great 

support from other clubs, plenty of engines, visitors and lots of 

old faces so there was plenty of reminiscing.  

We managed to contact the original family who rode on the first 

train around the track back in 1962 and the Mayor of Southamp-

ton came and said a few words for us before tucking into tea and 

cakes. He was with us for more than an hour and had several 

trips around the track.  

A big thank you must go out to all the ladies who kept us sup-

plied with refreshments over the weekend and to all the members 

who helped set things up and looked after our guests running on 

the track. So, here is to the next 50 years. Let’s carry on with the 

good work and take the club forward and upward.  

Thanks from me must go to the committee for their support dur-

ing this year that I've been Chairman and hope we can keep up 

the good work. So from myself and the officers and committee let 

me wish you and your families a very merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year. 

Dave G   (Chairman) 
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P.S. Don't forget frost bite on 1st January 2013 to get rid of the 

cobwebs. 

 

 

CLUB DIARY 

Our diary is firming up! 

2013 

12 Dec Last evening meeting this year. 

1 Jan 13 FROSTBITE & SUBSCRIUPTION RENEWAL 

  9 Jan Social meet, Bitterne Park Social Club (by the track). 

13 Feb Social meet, Bitterne Park Social Club (by the track). 

13 Mar AGM, Bitterne Park Social Club 

31 Mar Clocks go forward and Sunday running and passen-

ger hauling commences. 

Regularly Sunday running from 1 to 4 until the clocks go back 

in October.  Second Wednesday each month the 

track is open for fun running. Wednesday morning 

working gang meets and runs. The possibility of 

Wednesday holiday running for the kids out of 

school for the holidays. 

July-ish Community Play link running 9:30 on. Date to be 

confirmed 

 . . . And . . . 

22/23 June Little LEC West Huntspill Model Engineering Society. 

20/21 July Guildford Rally 

20 Oct Passenger hauling stops 

 

Committee Activity 

There really have not been many formal committee meetings 

this year as most of the decisions have been arrived at in ad hoc 

discussions between the committee members. A lot of work went 

into finding a suitable anniversary celebration date that was be-

yond a committee meeting. 
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We have made a couple of decisions to spend money on the club 

and you will notice that we can see now inside the containers 

and club house.  Our electrical guru, Alan has done a great job. 

Dave Wisdom has a leaf blower that will work thanks to Ron and 

his Wednesday discount B & Q card 

 

Treasurer’s Department 

It was time we improved some of the conditions in the club and 

the bill for the electrical work came to a bit over £800. Dave’s 

leaf blower was another £100 or so and I know the fridge in the 

club house is on its last legs so a new one will be welcome by 

those who operate the kitchen. 

Somewhat surprisingly in view of the bad weather we seemed to 

have had all summer, track revenues have been good and made 

a good contribution to the club’s finances. Without going in to 

the detail we continue to stay as healthy this year as we were 

last year. 

You will find your renewal form with this edition so you are wel-

come to send in your subscriptions to the treasurer by cheque, 

(or BACS them) ahead of the end of the year or do it at Frost-

bite. All I ask is that you actually write down how much you are 

paying. Last year or should I say last January, Molly collected 

two more insurances than the records showed and we never did 

find out who had paid them in spite of my writing to each indi-

vidual who had paid. The issue is not the trivial sums paid but to 

clearly indentify who has paid in case the insurance is needed! 

 

Track Jobs List 

David has mentioned that jobs are being completed. 

No doubt a 2013 list will appear. 

Club Clothing as a Xmas Pressie 

There are some quite nice items of club clothing that you might 

like to consider. Always available through Mollie. 

And the only place I could fit it in, thanks Mollie for putting all 

this in the envelopes and posting! 
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For Sale 
I am offering my Myford ML10 lathe for sale with various bits to 

go with it. The reason is that I was able to find an ML7 and while 

I am loathe to part with the 10, one lathe is enough! There are 

several attachments such as a live centre, two back plates, a 

tool holder and a few other bits and pieces. This was an ideal 

starter lathe for me and has given me at least 15 years of pleas-

ure. I paid £350 for 

it then so the same 

now would make me 

content. And no, the 

stuff on the shelf is 

not included. 023 

8042 1201. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 And if anyone is interested, I 

have for sale also all the cast-

ings, drawings and a tender that 

needs only springs and hangers 

as the wheels, axles, bearings 

are all in place for an ‘Aspinal’ 0-

6-0 L&Y Don young design. She 

is a little beauty but a Midland 

Compound displaced her in my 

life. 

 

This is what she would have looked like when finished. Thanks 
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Les! 

If you are interested, call, 023 8042 1201 and we can talk. 

 

A man in Australia seeks our help 

Dear Sir, 

Very recently in South Australia 4/11/2012, a locomotive came 

up for sale on a site called SMEX, it is the Aussie swap sell ex-

change for model engineers, I was fortunate enough to purchase 

the loco. I found out from the gent, that it was built by him & his 

father, sometime in the late sixties, & their local club was 

the Southampton club, I was wondering if anyone may have 

some knowledge, or remember the loco? The loco has been in a 

crates from sometime 1980 (when shipped to Australia) until 

3/11/2012. The crates have painted on them ‘A. W. Trussler’ 

Southampton. I have been told that he was a cabinet maker, 

hoping you may have some archive of this man or loco. 

Best regards  David Baverstock 

I had a chat with Barry Eden who remembers a member by the 

name of Trussler but could not recall much more about him. 

Having established that this loco was in our Club some 30 years 

ago, if anyone does have knowledge, history, anecdotes or recol-

lections of the loco or the Trusslers, I am sure David Baverstock 

would appreciate hearing them. 

His email is honda.dn01@hotmail.com or you can pass any info to any of 

the two Davids, we will forward it to him!! 
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Out and About  

We had our 50th Anniversary of the raised track so our 
Chairman David suggested this can be our souvenir news-
letter.  But first of all there was work to be done. 

 

Ron Blizard reported . .  . But where is the picture? 

 
The Day of the Big Cement 

 

Any member of the society that wasn’t present on the 
25/07/12 missed a very entertaining day. Hot and sunny 

with plenty of laughs and a whole lot of cement laid. The 
star of the day was Jerry’s dive from the high board leav-
ing his imprint. The end result is for all to see a completed 

base the whole team can be very proud of their achieve-
ments a big pat on the back to them all. 

'WELL DONE, 

 

And also seen hard at work again was the intrepid painter, 
Jerry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

December 2012  Page 9 

Our 50th Anniversary of the raised Track 

After the lousy weather all summer I think all of us were 
praying for an Indian summer and indeed we were blessed 

with a glorious weekend for the celebrations. 

Many if not most of the ‘active’ membership was on site early 

on Saturday morning 
to set up the tents and 
gazebos. Quite a little 

tent city! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our honoured guests, Eliza-

beth, Susan and Linda joined 
us for lunch and took in the 
atmosphere, had a few train 

rides and met the member-
ship. 

 

 

After all they had to get 
some practice before 

the main event! 

 

 



 

December 2012  Page 10 

At 3 pm on Saturday the Mayor’s car arrived at the track and 
the 790th Mayor of Southampton, Councillor Derek Burke 

joined us for the proper part of the weekend’s celebrations. 

On the Mayor’s arrival, Richard Upton’s granddaughter and 

grandson presented flowers to Elizabeth, Susan and Linda. 

Short speeches followed and Derek was happy to observe 

that the Council was getting one thing right at least and all 
agreed. 
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Southampton’s local newspaper, The Echo, was instrumental 
in helping us find the mother and two children who had been 

the first to ‘officially’ 
ride the track at its 
opening in 1962 and 

as they had sent 
their reporter and 
photographer, offi-

cial photographs fol-
lowed. 

The re-enactment 

photo is on the front 
of this edition, all we 

could do was to look 
over the shoulder of 
the Echo's photogra-

pher 

 

Once this 
was done, 

Counc i l lor 
Burke be-

came Sta-
tion Master/ 
Guard and 

using Bill’s 
whistle sent 
the train on 

its way. 

Another un-

e x p e c t e d 
‘special’ ran 

this weekend, it was the Perritts Special, all related to the 

builder! 

The mayor spent an hour or with us and appeared to thor-

oughly enjoy himself. Thank you Councillor for helping us 
celebrate. 



 

December 2012  Page 12 

The following is the list of engines running over the weekend, 
apologies to those who have gaps in the list, we did not prop-

erly record all the names and clubs. 

 
Wheel Class Name Owner Gauge Club 
0-6-0 Freelance     5"   
4-6-2 Merchant Navy Union Castle John Lloyd 5" Southampton 
4-8-2 US Freelance Annie Club 5" Southampton 
2-6-0 BR 2MT   Alan Phillips 7 1/4" Winchester 
  Burrel Traction Engine Tony Taylor 4 1/2" Colden  
              Common 
  Foden D type Tractor Dennis Hoad 4 1/2" Southampton 
4-6-4 NYC Hudson 5410 Gavin Kinch 5" Llanelli 
Co-Co EMD 45 8047 Ralph Stockton 5" Southampton 
0-4-0 Plant   Larry Avard 5" Worthing 
0-6-0PT Metropolitan     5"   
2-2-2-2 LNWR Compound Liverpool   7 1/4"   
Co-Co BR Class 37   Colin Griffiths 5" Southampton 
0-4-0T Dock Shunter     7 1/4"   
0-4-0 DE??     5" Fareham 
0-6-0 DE 'The Gronk' D4092   7 1/4"   
Bo-Bo HST Power Car     5" Brighton & 
     Hove 
2-8-0 GNR Freight Nigel Gresley Brian Collyer 5" Southampton 
0-4-0 Tram Engine Toby B Fisher 5" Fareham 
0-4-0 Tinker Bell Resolution   7 1/4" Southampton 
0-6-0PTPannier Paddington David Corbett 7 1/4" Southampton 
2-6-0 GNR K2  Derek Alford 3 1/2" Ascot 
4-4-0 Midland Compound  1008 David Goyder 5" Southampton 
0-6-0 GWR 15XX 1501 Barry Eden 5" Southampton 
0-4-0 Tug  Dave Wisdom 5" Southampton 
Co-Co Electric   5"  
0-4-0T Rail Motor  Dave Wisdom 5" Southampton 
4-4-0 Southern L1 Maid of Kent  5"  
0-6-0T Simplex Southern No 9 Chris Marshall 5" Southampton 

4-6-0 LNER B1 Stembok Bill Gage 5" Chichester 
4-6-0 LNER B1 Broadfields Roger Scott Roberts 5" I.O.W. 
0-6-0 Freelance (Petrol)  Elf Bill Richards 5" Southampton 
4-2-2 Midland Single Pr’ss of Wales David Goyder 5" Southampton 
0-2+4-0 Blue Pullman David Matthias 7 1/4" IOW 
0-6-0PT Pannier Tank  Club 5" Southampton 
0-6-0PT Pannier Paddington  7 1/4" Southampton 
4-6-4 NYC Hudson 5410  5" Southampton 
0-4-0 Tinker Bell Resolution  7 1/4" Southampton 
4-6-0 S15 834 Dave Finn 3 1/2" Southampton & 
     Bournemouth 
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. . . And now lots of photos, it was great to have a busy 

sunny day. 

 

. . . To meet old friends and to have a chat, 
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. . And watch the variety of engines and road vehicles, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two scenes at the 
busy station 
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And then there some magnificent engines as well . . . 

New York Central ‘Hudson’ built by the late Norman Lockwood 

was a regular runner. Nice to see it is still going.  

There is nothing 

like a ‘Hudson’ and 

Gavin’s is a won-

derful engine. I 

think it deserves a 

little of the story. 

They were first in-

troduced by the 

NYC in 1927 and 

were named after 

the Hudson River. 

Paul Keifer the NYC 

Chief Engineer 

needed something 

more powerful than 

a Pacific. 

 

Kiefer's design looked much like a Class K-5, Pacific. It was only 5 

inches longer and had the same cylinders (25 X 28) and drivers (79") as 

the 4-6-2's, but the boiler pressure was increased to 225 psi. The new 

4-6-4 locomotive had a slightly larger boiler evaporative heating sur-

face, 24 sq. ft. more of firebox and 14 sq. ft. more of grate area. This 

new design could produce much more steam per square foot of heating 

surface and needed a much larger super heater to maintain the same 

steam temperature as the K-5's. The total weight was about 41,000 lbs 

more, and with no increase of weight over the drivers. An increase of 

3820 lbs in Tractive Effort was obtained with the increase in boiler pres-

sure. (Source: http://www.steamlocomotive.com/hudson/) 

 

 

And here is a Maid 

who has finished 

her work. 
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Ralph’s EMD 40 always looks good 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

But not 

quite sure 

who this 

is! 
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Chris Marshal l ’s       

0-6-0T ran well and 

he keeps it in impec-

cable condition! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No contest here, both lovely!!! 
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It is al-

ways good 

to see 

R o g e r 

Scott Rob-

erts  B1 

from the 

Isle of 

W i g h t 

Club. 

Even if he 

does hide 

behind the 

steam! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. . . And Brian Collyer sets out for another run. 
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I was really sorry not 

to have got a better 

picture of Derek Al-

ford’s GNR K2 2-6-0 

in 31/2”, she certainly 

went well. 

 

 

 

 

 

It is difficult to take 

photos of oneself so 

I have had to borrow 

this from the week 

before where Danny 

is doing a good job 

with my Compound 

 

 

And to keep in 

the modern 

era, here is an 

HST Power Car 

but we appear 

not have got 

the owner’s 

name, apolo-

gies!! 

And that was 

our 50th Anni-

versary. 
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The Back Page 
This is where I get to share some of my favourite engines with 

you and, well, you must be bored silly with red engines! As this 

is my last newsletter for a while anyway, I went back through all 

the photos that we had taken and found a few from the past 

couple of years! 

Dave working as usual, Paul Clarke 

making silly faces, Chairman driving 

his favourite engine, the weekend 

when it rained cats and dogs and 

Mick, have you lost something? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


