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Club Corner 
Sep 14th  Ian Wilson Exbury Gardens (more on the history of the garden and railway) 
Oct  12th  Markie Precision Working Models, Tony Pearce. (A life time in engineering) 
Nov 9th   ‘Chinwag’ and ‘Bits and Pieces’. 
Dec 14th?  Christmas Dinner on board SS Shieldhall. (See note Page 2 ) 

Other Dates of Interest 
 
 
Sep 24th/25th  ‘Curly Bowl’ Bedford MES, 
Oct 1st/2nd  ‘Steam in the gardens’ Exbury 
Oct 23rd  Organ Concert Southampton Guildhall (Bryan Jones) 2:45 
 

Southampton Society of Model Engineers Ltd 
 

We have ourselves a new home for the club meetings. 
All meetings are in our new home unless otherwise stated 

 
 

Chairman   Secretary   Editor 
Mr Tony Hoile.   Mrs Mollie Giles.  Mr Paul Clarke. 
1 Beverley Gardens,  158 Athelstan Road,  28 Conifer Road, 
Romsey,   Bitterne Park,   Coxford, 
Hants.    Hants.    Hants. 
SO51 7TA   SO19 4DJ   SO16 5FX 

 
For any other info email (notrains2002@ntlworld.com) Paul Clarke. 

 
 

Wanted Engineers 
 
 Following the request for help in refurbishing the rolling stock as mentioned in the last newsletter, now is the 
time to put your name forward. I must remind members who use the club rolling stock that it has to meet HSE 
guide lines for us to operate. To lessen the race against time it was suggested that the work load was spread over 
the winter months. Please contact Steve Titley for further details. 
 

Club Regalia 
 
 We now have a fairly comprehensive selection of club regalia for sale to members. 
Cloth badges for sewing onto overalls/driving jackets etc. £4.50 
Sweat shirts. £13 
Polo Shirts. £11 
Stick on stickers for either inside or outside application i.e. sticky on front or back. £2 
 Available from Mollie Giles 
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Christmas Dinner 
SS Shieldhall December 14th 2005 

 
Don’t say we didn’t tell you in advance! 
It has been decided to hold a Christmas Dinner onboard the SS Shieldhall this year. We have provisionally 
booked approximately sixty places in the main saloon for a sit down meal with wine. More details will follow later. 
Please contact Mollie Giles to book places. Approximate price £14.50/ head. 
 

N W Wilts MES Open Day 19 June 2005 
Don Cottle 

 
Rather a long title, for what is in practice the main track in Swindon, although there are others in the 

county. I had been there before, when they were building their fly-over which was finished some time ago, and 
it forms part of a very interesting 5" & 7.1/4" gauge track. The main problem usually, is finding out when their 
'Open Days' are due to take place, as the publicity doesn’t stretch as far as Southampton usually, (although I 
happen to live less than an hour away from them.) However I had heard they were usually 2 day events which 
was confirmed this year when John Painter, (known to the Hemsby visitors), left a leaflet on the Hemsby notice 
board this year. 

I went on the Saturday, but they were also open on the Sunday, and were asking any visitors if they 
would also take part in public running that day. There are several routes which operate from 3 platform roads, so 
variety is available. The length of run is around half a mile on aluminium track, but this can be exceeded. All 
points of which there around 14/15 are operated from the main signal box in the station area, & they apparently 
start running for passengers on Sundays around 10.30/11a.m. from around the same period as us. Locomotives 
which ran are:-  1 x 5" 0-4-0 ST Sweet Pea from Andover,  1 x 5" 0-6-0t 'Linda' from Basingstoke,(This was 
a modified 'Gert' LBSC design),   1 x 5" B.R. Hymek diesel No.7016,    1 x 5" L.N.E.R. 4-4-2,  'Jersey Lilly (from 
Basingstoke),   1 x 5" 0-4-0 ST Hunslet 'Jennie Mac',  1 x 5" 0-6-0 'The Lady Thelma'  B.R. 08 diesel,  1 x 5" 4-4-0 
L.N.E.R. D49 Class ''The Percy',  1 x 0-4-0 ST  Sweet Pea  'Porgy,' The  7.1/4" Gauge locos were;-  1 x B.R. 
Class  08 diesel,  1 x L.M.S. 0-4-0 ST in plain black),  1 x class B.R.47 diesel (no identification),  1 x L.M.R. 2-8-0 
Class 8  No.8042,   1 x  0-4-2t G.W.R. No.1425,  1 x 2-6-0 'Warbash'(American),  1 x  0-4-0t No.2 'Tich',  1 x 
No.13000 Class 08 diesel,  1 x  0-6-0pt G.W.R.No.1390. 

I found the day quite interesting, and there was plenty happening, and it was spent with very pleasant 
hosts. When I left it was only about 3 miles from the track to either the M4,( which I occasionally use), and also 
the road via Marlborough and the forest to Ludgershall & Andover,( which on this occasion I took), and within and 
hour I was back in Winchester. 

 
Ps  Having seen the recent vandalism at our track, with a ripped-up 7.1/4" steaming bay, and a damaged 

roof on the club-house, I compared our situation with the track at Swindon, which is in a similar situation. Its 
located in Coate Water Park, on the south side of the town by a large lake, which attracts a good number of 
people. We are in a large park, by the river and also attract similar numbers. We also have a modest amount 
of trees and shrubs by our clubhouse. They have considerably more trees than we do; in fact they are trying to 
extend their track, but are temporarily held up due to a badger set being in use somewhere in the undergrowth.   
When I compared notes with one of their club officers, apart from having 2 lengths of wooded palings stolen some 
weeks ago, they seem to have far less vandalism than we do.  There was no evidence of vandalism such as 
graffiti, or empty cans dumped in the undergrowth even. Their track is also easier to damage than our steel 
rail.  Just supposing even if we had wooden palings, our local yobs would doubtless have just smashed 
everything, and any wildlife would probably have been killed.  The two areas are similar, and yet the degree of 
problems is not! 

 

Maidstone Model engineers Visit to Riverside Park   
 24th June 2005 Don Cottle 

 
 It’s been quite a few years since one of our two societies had a visit from the other, a point which was raised 
by one of our visitors, into what was a not uncommon occurrence at one time. However times, and members 
change, and it was nice to meet them again, and socialise after such a long break.       
 On this occasion their visit was part of a week of special visits to another part of the country, and which means 
members can have a week’s holiday, and take their locomotives with them. (And in some cases their wives!)  This 
year they stayed in the Hamble area, but visited tracks at Wimborne, Bournemouth, Fareham, and Southampton. 
(I hope I haven’t forgotten one).  They also had Tuesday as a free day for other activities included, and I was 
informed a visit to Eastleigh Works to see Lord Nelson was being arranged prior to going home.   Last year they 
had a good weeks visit to the North West of England and a similar number of clubs. 
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 The turnout by our members was very good for a weekday, around 15/16 were present at various times, and 
after arrival about 10.30am with about 10 cars the Maidstone guests and locomotives were promptly unloaded. 
Then came the weather!  The first of three thunderstorms during the day occurred, however it did not stop one 
visitor with a 5" gauge V3 Class 2-6-2 tank from trying out the track.  By the time the third storm had past, (after 
lunch), our visitors were largely ignoring the weather, in fact one was driving wearing just shorts and no shirt, 
but carrying an umbrella for when it was particularly heavy!   Locomotives visiting were;-  5g" LNER 2-6-2t Class 
V3 No.7685 (Enterprise design),     5g" Southern 0-6-0 Q1 Class No.C20,     3.1/2g" LNER 2-6-2 Class V4 
No.3401  'Bantam Cock',    5"g 0-6-0t 'Duke of Winser' (Simplex design),    5"g 0-6-0t 'Lady Joan' (Simplex 
design),    5"g LMS 4-6-2 Coronation Class,  'Duchess of Hamilton',     3.1/2"g 4-6-2 BR 'Britannia' No.70000,    
5"g 4-6-4 'Reuben M. Riddles'  (Freelance design, but similar to a German/Turkish outline loco.).  5" 4-6-0 GER  
B12 Class No.1506. 
  A total of nine locomotives, which included several built to a very high standard. I think everyone enjoyed the 
day in spite of it being either warm sunshine, or cats and dogs!  A special word of thanks must go to both Molly, 
and Edna for looking after everyone so well, with food and teas during the day. The salads, cakes, and especially 
the flans going down very well with all the lads!  Our visitors started coming off the track about 2.20pm and by 
about 3.0pm most were clearing up (after yet another shower), and by about 4.0pm most had said their goodbyes 
and departed after an enjoyable day. 
 

As a postscript to the above event, I gather Maidstone members, like ourselves, have also had their 
troubles due to outsiders in recent times.  Without going into it in detail, I was informed someone attempted to try 
and jump over part of their track with a car, doing considerable damage in the process. On another occasion, with 
around 3/8 of a mile of track, they recently lost about 1/8 of that total, when someone lifted it, and sold it for scrap. 
The member who spoke to me stated, like ourselves, they do have problems with empty cans and bottles at 
times!  (I think Dick Dore probably removed around 20 or so this Sunday.) I think we all wish Maidstone MES 
better luck in future, as they seem to have had a rough patch recently. 
 
 
 

Guildford 2005 
Den (Norman) Hoad 

 
Hello there. 
Just a few lines of my impressions of the popular rally at Guildford.  
I arrived on the Saturday morning with my contribution of models to be met with the BAND of Southampton 
nomads who had arrived the previous evening and had set up camp as usual in the N.E. corner of the compound 
and partaking of breakfast and was offered the usual cup of coffee. 
The weather started to warm up and was very favourable for the whole week end. 
Unloading was next on the agenda with many offers of assistance and added my 2 offerings to the assembled 
collection of road locomotives. There were also rail locos that had been moved to the steaming bay areas for later 
use. 
Steam was soon being raised by all and visits to the various stalls for restocking of the depleted home stores. 
Soon the public appeared and circulated around the models and asking questions which showed interest but as 
the day progressed became really to many for us to drive around in comfort, in fact I nearly had 2 collisions, but 
luckily avoided contact, which meant only circulating in the arena area. 
Came 3 o'clock and the grand parade and the public were treated to about 40 engines of one sort or other and 
made quite a spectacle. The show closed about 5 and I was invited to stay to eat with the Nomads which was 
quite an experience, every thing you could think of was provided by the LADIES and was very gratefully accepted 
and, filled to the brim, I made my way home about 8-30. 
I left my Foden wagon in capable hands for the nomads to have a late night session which I gather they enjoyed, 
running into the dark with lights to see the gauge glass, at least I got it cleaned up for me, very many thanks 
chaps, but please put the pin in the damper next time to save me wondering why on the Sunday it took 2 hours to 
get up steam myself until I found out why, you can’t trust some people, I wonder who it was? 
I arrived on the Sunday again at breakfast time and the procedure was the same except that I looked around the 
model tent before it got crowed and to hot. 
It did not seem that there was so many people as the Saturday but still thought it better not to venture up the top 
with a vehicle after the previous day’s incident. 
The parade was at 3 again and after then the lower field was a scene of much activity in dropping fires, loading 
models and packing up camp. After what I thought was a successful week end and wish to sincerely thank all 
those who made my time most enjoyable. And looking forward I hope to next year if I am able. 
Dennis(Norman)Hoad. 
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