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 2003 
 Jan 1st   Frostbite 
 Jan 8th   Talk by Bob Clist  ‘A Few Loose Connections’. 
 SAT Jan 25th Proposed visit to Wembly Exhibition. (See Page 6) 
   It is intended to run two mini buses this year. 
 Feb 12th  ‘40 Years as an engineer’ - A talk by Robin Wallace-Simms. 
 Mar 12th ‘Robot Wars’ A talk by Robin Hoad (postponed from 2002). 
 March 26th  AGM Commencing at 7.30pm. 
 April 9th  Bring and Buy – Chin wag. 

 
All meetings are normally held at the Royal British Legion, Manor Branch, Bullar Road, Bitterne Park, 

Southampton on the SECOND Wednesday of each month at 8.00p.m. 

 

Important Notice Regarding the Payment of Subscriptions 
 Subscriptions will be due on the 1st January2003 for the coming year, and will be collected until 28th 
February2003, after which date an additional £1.00 will need to be paid as technically membership would have 
ceased on that date. 
 Subscription Rate is £10.00 (ten) per annum and £5.00 (five) pounds for junior membership. 
 Personal Insurance of £1.50 is also due for those members requiring to be thus covered. 
 Subscriptions (Cheques or Cash, but cheques preferred  – made payable to ‘Southampton Society of 
Model Engineers Ltd’). Can be Paid at Riverside Park on January the 1st 2003 (Frost Bite) or the general 
meetings on January 8th and February 12th, otherwise send to the membership secretary. 
Mrs M, Giles, 158 Athelstane Road, Bitterne Park, Southampton. SO19 4DJ 

Subscriptions are due on the 1st January 
Notice of Annual General Meeting 2003 

The AGM will be held on Wednesday 26th March 2002 at the Royal British Legion, Manor Branch, Bullar Road, 
Southampton. Commencing 7:30pm 

Agenda 
1/ Chairman to open meeting and receive apologies. 
2/ Minutes of last AGM 
3/ Matters arising. 
4/ Chairman’s report. 
5/ Treasurer’s report. 
6/ The President. 
7/ Life members. 
8/ Election of officers. 
9/ Election of Auditors. 
10/ Items raised by members. 

Any member wishing to raise a question at the AGM must do so in writing. The letter to be with the secretary no 
later than 21 (Twenty one) days before the meeting. 

 
Copy for the March Newsletter to be sent handed/thrown at me at the February meeting please. 
Note I have a new E-mail address for the Society correspondence “notrains2002@ntlworld.com”  
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Chairman’s Report 
 Information which may be of assistance for future work on the 7¼” track. During 1998 whilst in 
conversation with Dave Batt I learnt there is no record of measurements etc, in connection with construction of 
the raised track. The ‘Main Architect’ having died before any record was made. To avoid this with the 7¼” track I 
produced a book giving a history of track planning and construction, 1991 – 1997, together with layout charts for 
all curves, transition to curves gradients and transition to gradients. A copy of this book was given to Dave Batt 
and placed in the Society’s Archives to be available as necessary. 
 To something more final. 
 During September, October and early November I have given time to caring for my wife following her 
stay in hospital. This complete change in life’s routine has given me time to reflect, with the result that I feel I am 
no longer interested in Model Engineering, it has been almost a year since any activity in the workshop. For this 
reason I will not be renewing my membership in 2003. 
Thanks to all, Eric. 

Secretary’s Comments 
 We finished just 72 passengers down on last year, if we hadn’t been rained off then we would have 
beaten the figure. 
 The weather was certainly playing against us as we haven’t be able to do any of the outstanding 
maintenance jobs listed on the board in the clubhouse. Young David passed the comment that job No 9 on the 
board is the only one being done at the moment – making tea ! Although we had to stop running early, due to the 
rain, the day of the ‘Poppy Run’ we still raised “214.64p which was only £39 down on last year. We were very 
well supported by members this year and we had 12 loco’s in steam. 
 Putting my other hat on – on behalf of the Manor Branch of the British Legion I would like to thankyou for 
your support and wonderful collection.  
 As you will have already read, Eric our Chairman has resigned and will not be renewing his subscription 
in 2003. It is sad to hear after all the years he has put into the club and without him you would not have had a 
ground level track or lots of other things he was involved with. 
 I have also come to a decision too, I have decided to retire as secretary at the AGM. It has been a very 
difficult summer for me at the track without Dave – my heart is no longer in it. 
 I have devoted fourteen wonderful years of my time to the Model engineers, but my fifteenth year has 
been one of sadness, which at the moment I cant come to terms with – this has made me realise that it is time to 
retire. The family will still continue to support the Society and it is hoped in the next few years that we will be 
back at the track with one of Dave’s locos. 
 On a lighter side Tony Hoile has agreed to put his name forward as your new chairman – but no takers 
as yet for secretary / social secretary. 
 I would like to thank you all for making my years a secretary so enjoyable and for the love and support 
you have given me and my family these past nine months. Please give your strength and support to your new 
secretary when he /she take over in March 2003. May the Society go from strength to strength but this can only 
happen with All of your Support. 
Best wishes for a prosperous 2003  

 Monica  
National Locomotive Rally September 15th 2002 

Courtesy of the Birmingham Society of Model Engineers 
Paul Clarke 

We left Soto’n 7:45am and arrived at 10:30am and where duly greeted by our hosts for the day and 
quickly raised steam ‘Onward’ was on the on track by 11:45am followed by Brian Collyer and Steve Titley. We 
had the track to ourselves for nearly an hour. 

The Birmingham Society track is sandwiched between the M42 and Stratford and Avon Canal and is the 
same basic shape as ours with their station on the entrance to the reverse curve. On leaving the station you 
pass the steaming bays on your right, and head off for the short but effective tunnel, I say effective because it 
allows access to the inside of the track for vehicles without having to stop the trains. You then travel along the 
straight beside the canal and then swing left back to the station. The track is attractively signalled using 
semaphore signals. Also there are different speed limits around the track, which with ‘Onward’ and its computer 
Speedo were very rewarding to stick to. I came off the track at approximately 2:00pm to be able to swap around 
drivers and everyone to have a lunch break. We stayed on the track until 5:00pm. Having said our farewells we 
headed back down south and had an easy trip home. We arrived home at 8:45pm, we had cracking weather all 
day. The track was easy to find. The Society has excellent facilities etc. Other engines attending on Sunday 
were BR Class 2, Maise, L.N.E.R. P2, Juliet, Speedy, a green 02 2-8-0. 

 The Societies 7/14” track goes to the very edge of their site. Unfortunately I only witnessed the track 
from the raised track. I can only say thank you to the Members of the Birmingham Society and their wives for the 
very enjoyable day that they gave us. 

Again many thanks from down South. 
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A Visit to the IOW Society Exhibition 
Merlin Biddlecombe 

The exhibition was this year held in the Quay Arts Centre at Newport a very nice venue and about 20ft 
from the waters edge, more later. I arrived to catch the 10 something AM boat from Soto’n and the first person to 
set eyes upon was Derek Alford from Ascot. Lucky me, as Derek kindly gave me a lift to the exhibition from the 
ferry for which thank you very much. Derek did have three other Ascot members with him. 
 The Quay Arts Centre is quite a nice building consisting of two floors. The ground floor is divided into 
two with the main part being restaurant the second part a nice sized room in which was part of the exhibition. All 
round the outside of this room was a single row of various railway engines an eye catching display, to lead into 
the main room proper. At the end of the restaurant were patio type doors out onto about a twenty-foot wide patio 
with tables and chairs and at the edge the River Medina. Just think about it into the exhibition, out of the 
exhibition onto the patio, off the patio straight onto a choice of two steamboats for a lovely trip up the river. I 
understand that consideration had been given to the state of the tides when choosing the exhibition as midday 
on was high tide. I must say a trip on the steamboat in the lovely sunshine was an unexpected bonus. These 
I.O.W. model engineers are not just pretty faces after all. Up stairs two smaller rooms were in use with perhaps 
the smaller type exhibits models in display cases etc. All I can say is that I thought the exhibition was superb 
something of everything on display and to finish thankyou I.O.W. for your hospitality 
 

Now for something that is nothing to do with model engineering but might be of interest The 
Southampton Guildhall has on either side of it’s stage two ‘Compton’ Organs one Theatre one Classical which I 
believe to be unique. They were installed in 1938 and of late and until recently have not been used very much 
however this year there have been nine concerts the last of this year being December 22nd a special Christmas 
Concert. The range and volume of this organ is incredible from almost inaudible to walls vibrating. The Theatre 
Organ has four keyboards on it about one hundred little levers or stops and several foot operated pedals just 
think of the Organists brain is doing ten fingers two arms two legs two feet all working in different directions and 
at varying speeds. 

 
Safety Valves a retrospective look. Continued 

Paul Clarke. 

 Here is the long awaited diagram of the internal workings of Mr Gordon Smith’s mild action ‘Pop Valve’ 
 

For Sale 
1 3½” ‘Rob Roy’ seems to have a professionally built boiler, unfinished, but most parts complete. 
2 Horizontal Stationary Engine 
3 Vertical Boiler 

All for sale to highest bidder. Proceeds from sale will be donated to charity. 
 

Contact:-  Bill Wardrop, 17 Hornbeam Gardens, West End. TEL. No 02380 361794 
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‘O’ Ring Clacks 
Paul Clarke 

 Whilst not being in a position to claim any credit for this idea. The clacks described have been around for 
at least ten years to my knowledge. I have always tried to keep my head open to new innovations. My work with 
this type of clack goes back to 1994 when I modified a pair of clacks for 4 1/2" Burrell Traction engine. The 
information supplied to me by the owner’s brother who had used them on his "Manor" with great success. The 
drawing for this type of clack was filed to be used at a later date (much, much later as it turns out) on my 2" 
Ploughing Engine. 
  Meanwhile the clacks on ‘Onward’ that are twenty years old have recently given problems, and were due 
to be renewed. The clacks used on the injectors are the only ones in the system i.e. there are not clacks after the 
injector only at the boiler end. In an effort to make these clacks as reliable as possible I have schemed out a 
clack to the 'O' Ring set up. 

Machining the seat could not be easier we all have centre drills and this forms the basis of the clack 
seat. All the other dimensions were derived from the old clack re-jigged to suit. I have decided to make the clack 
bodies square section as this will be easier on the eye bolted to the side of an Edwardian outline loco such as 
"Onward" 

October Meeting 
Merlin Biddlecombe 

 The film show and slides of the opening of the Southampton 3½”&5” track plus some early visits to 
Malden, Beechurst and Blenhiem Palace were certainly mind jogging. The track site was just plain grass no 
shrubs the two buildings e.g. clubroom and ticket hut were lovely cedar wood, now clad in steel. The clothes 
people were wearing quite novel children in short trousers and the grey and blue caps. Club members and 
engines of old who tend to be forgotten until you start to reminisce. Thanks to Keith Gammage and his Dad 
Wally for making the film available. A nice finish to the Southampton Societies Forty years anniversary of the 
raised track. 
 

For Sale 
At the November meeting Barry Eden brought along a book that may be of interest to members, as it has local 
and model engineering connections. 
 
The book was written by RA Ganderson, and is entitled “The life of James Stanley Beeson” (1906-1990). Who 
was a prolific builder of model railway engines in all gauges, Barry has a connection to publishers of this book 
who have a few copies to sell off at the knock down price of £40. The Book itself is of A3 format, with lots of 
colour plates of this mans extraordinary output. Most of the locos are of collector/exhibition quality It comes 
complete with a hard slipcover and is printed on very fine quality paper. James Beeson lived in the 
Ringwood/Hangerslee Hill area at the time of his passing.  
 
For more in formation Please contact Barry Eden on Tel 02380 772830 
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I wonder how many members spotted this exhibit at the Midlands Model engineering Exhibition, Robin Wallace-
Simms. He attained a ‘Highly Commended’ certificate for his efforts. The editor did not over look Robin’s efforts 

on this occasion, he even sent me an article before I asked for one. 
 

Rhododendron Yard Signal Box 
Robin  Wallace-Simms. 

 
 This Box as the name implies. Controls four sets of points and associated signals around a part of a 3½” 
and 5” ground level railway which is dominated by rhododendron bushes. 
 The model represents a GWR box of the 1880 mixed gauge era. The scale is ¾” per foot where 5” 
gauge track (approximately) represents the 7’ ¼” broad gauge and 3½” represents 4’ 8½” narrow (standard) 
gauge. 
 The locking room is utilitarian. It houses the power supplies and electronics to power and interlock the 
points and signals. The levers from above operate miniature toggle switches. 
 The exterior and upper interior parts of the box are based on a photograph of Maidenhead Bridge Box 
with details from the Frome Mineral Sidings and Radstock Boxes of the Great Western Society at Didcot. 
 For practical operational reasons the lever frame has only nine levers. These are sufficient for the job. 
Access is through the rear of the roof, which is removable. 
 Again for practical operational reasons, the track diagram is un-prototypically illuminated, and from point 
detectors, shows the route, which has been set. 
 The signalman has been provided with his home comforts. He has a full hod of coal next to his stove. 
The kettle is on and his enamelled mug, earthenware teapot and milk jugs are on the table. Next to these are the 
all important train registers together with a pen in the inkwell. 
The calendar shows the date to be Friday 20th May, the day in 1892 on which broad gauge services last ran. 
 As with the prototype the structure is of wood and the windows are glazed with glass. The roof is 
covered with nearly 500 real slates. These were individually cut and split to size. 
 Apart from the electronic components, pins, screws, nuts and springs all of the parts were made by 
myself. 
 The separate disk and crossbar signal represents a type common in the Broad Gauge era. I hope to 
model several other early types of signal for use with this box. 
 

 

For Disposal 
Horizontal Shaper (no Cutters) free-of-charge to any member out there that would like it for the sake of taking it 
away, otherwise it will be dumped. The motor alone would be worth it. Worked well when last used. Space now 
required for 7¼” gauge. 

Contact :- Ron, TEL No 02380 224052 
 

 

2002 Tail Lamp 
Paul Clarke editor 

 
 Well their goes another year time at No28 seems to have passed very quickly. Not that long ago I was 
looking forward to steaming up for the first time in 2002, alas it is already the winter and the nights are drawing 
in. The time for reflection is upon us as the weather gets more autumnal. At the beginning of the year I had to 
report the passing of Dave Batt who is still sadly missed as one of the 'doer's' of the Society. Also as reported 
earlier in this newsletter Eric Moxham is to have a change of priorities in his life also. Well done to Eric for 
standing in at short notice at the last AGM and being our chairman in what has been a most turbulent year for 
the Society. As for Monica's decision to stand down. I am sure that none of the membership can really take on 
board what a traumatic year it must have been for both her and her family. We of course send our best and heart 
felt wishes to Monica for the future. The loss of the senior arm of the Batt family to the Society will be a very 
difficult act to follow, but be followed it must for the Society to survive. New blood at the heart of the Society has 
often brought new ideas along that can be built upon for the future. It is perhaps time to look at the way other 
Societies have a set period of office for its committee members. Which may or may not be a good idea. 
  

Chairman      Secretary   Editor 
Mr E. Moxham      Mrs M. J. Batt  Mr Paul Clarke 
12 Keble Road     46 Vespasian Road  28 Conifer Road 

   Chandlers Ford     Bitterne Manor  Coxford 
Eastliegh      Southampton  Southampton 
SO53 3DS      SO18 1AZ   SO16 5FX 
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Society Visit to London ME Exhibition Wembley: Saturday 25th January 2003 
 
It is proposed to run a coach to the above event as in previous years, cost as yet, not known. There are fifteen 
members that have put their name down so far. Are there anymore out there wishing to go to the exhibition? 
Please forward your names to the secretary or treasurer. 
 The society does not wish to lose any money on this event as per 2002. Depending on the response 
either a coach or one/two minibuses will be run. 
 Those members not being able to make this date are invited by the Fareham Society to join them on 
their coach on Sunday 26th January 2003. The secretary has details. 
 
 

Editorial Page Filling 
 
 I have, as you will have read in past copies of your newsletter been involved with the ‘No trains day’ 
events at the track solely organised for those of you who own steerable steam engines. I have been impressed 
by the support that these modest events have received. 
 Well it has been suggested that we go off site for the 2003 ‘No trains day’ perhaps. It has been noted 
that it was always meant to be a ‘club style’ gathering of like-minded people, not particularly formal in its 
approach. This has been a very clever trick because if you promise nothing them nothing can be expected in 
return. Although Southampton hospitality has always been of the most excellent! It also means that there is no 
pressure on participants to turn up or participants to actually do anything on the day. I.e. no parades etc. 
 I understand that there is no reason what so ever why we should not have both events. 
 Is it not time, given the clubs record in taking part in I.M.L.E.C. that we should run our own club mini 
I.M.L.E.C. for members and invited guests perhaps. Borrowing a dynamometer car from one of the Societies that 
have one, Or use a simple format of each engine pulling the same weight for the same distance in each gauge. 
With a bit of help from a maths brain I am pretty shore that this could then involve the seven and a quarter boys 
as well just have to pull a bigger weight?  
 
 
With nothing left to write for 2002 it only leaves me to thank everyone that has contributed to the newsletter in 
the last year. Unfortunately it would be a very short list? Please to stop my ramblings at the end of each news 
letter could you please put pen to paper. 
 

Finally, a few railway jokes from that great radio show of yonder year 'I'm sorry I'll read that again'  
 
Ticket Collector: tickets please  
Passenger: Excuse me, there’s something wrong with the heating  
Ticket Collector: is it too hot?  
Passenger: no  
Ticket Collector: is it too cold?  
Passenger: no  
Ticket Collector: well then there is something wrong with it!  
 
Narrator: I was travelling on my first class ticket, considerably more comfortable than the seat provided  
 
(man knocks on the window to the ticket office, and a face appears in the window)  
Ticket Man: hello, can I help you?  
Man: Yes I...  
Ticket Man: wrong!  
(ticket man disappears. Man knocks once again on the window, and he reappears)  
Ticket Man: yes?  
Man: now listen hear, you've been downright rude, nasty and unkind.  
Ticket Man: just do’in me job!  
 
Announcer: the train arriving on platform 4 is Stevenson's Rocket, we apologise to any of the surviving 
passengers  
Man on platform: ooh, thats an old joke  
Announcer: British Rail apologise for the late arrival of that last joke  
 
Enough methingk’s  
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